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By RON TABER 


: Te CYNICAL BUREAUCRATS 

who run China seem determined to 
outrage the moral sentiments of those 
who still have them. Although there is 
little that can match the “Communist” 
mandarins’ butchery of thousands of 


_ their own young people, their. crude at- 


tempts to rewrite the history of the past 
few weeks and their ““trials”? and execu- 
tions of innocent workers as alleged 
counterrevolutionaries come close. 
Butif the Chinese Stalinists think they 
have re-established the stability of their 
decadent regime, they are quite mistak- 
en. While shootings, political trials and 
police dragnets may return things to 
“normal” for a while, the underlying 
crisis of Chinese state capitalism will 
soon break out into the open again. 
The economic reforms of the past 10 
years, seeking to harness free market 
forces instead of the now bankrupt cen- 
tral planning, revealed the economic cri- 
sis of the system: state control and labor 


not yet explicit: if central planning needs 
to be replaced or augmented by the mar- 
ket, perhaps political control based on 
political “planning” (that is, ideology), 
should be replaced or augmented by the 
political marketplace, that is, some 
amount of pluralism. This, it seems, was 
the logic of the pro-democracy students. 
But these idealistic young people and 
their supporters among the workers and 
other urban dwellers seem not to have 


By WAYNE PRICE 


Te FORMING of the Left Green 
Network is an important political 
event. It raises the question: is this a way 
to create the anti-authoritarian/anar- 
chist/libertarian socialist network that is 


“Political b kruptcy wasi plied, ite 


suspected that the demand for even min- 
imal political rights calls into question 
the rationale for the political monopoly 
of the Communist Party. Political 
rights, even limited, point in the direc- 
tion of allowing other parties to exist, 
something the confirmed totalitarians in 
the Chinese ruling class will not allow. 

Now the top bureaucrats have made 
this obvious. And in so doing, they have 
probably transformed thousands, if not 
millions of reform-minded students and 
workers into conscious opponents of 
state capitalist rule. An implicit political 
crisis of “‘legitimacy’’ has now become 
explicit. A Communist Party seen most- 
ly as corrupt, stodgy and irrelevant is 
now seen to be the monster it is. 

The chief base of support left to the 
regime are the peasants, who are least 
likely to know what went on in Beijing 
and the other cities and most likely to be 
misled by the bureaucrats’ fabrications. 
But the economic reforms which, if the 
government wants economic growth, 
will continue, will also undermine the 


- 
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olutionary anarchists take toward the 
Left Green Network? I will try to show 
that the Network is something to be wel- 
comed, but that it also has certain limita- 
tions and ambiguities. 

Inspired by the Green Parties of West 
Germany and elsewhere in Europe, the 
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China's AS Sonday. 


peasants’ support. Major effects of 
these reforms to date have been mount- 
ing inflation, flagrant corruption in the 
Party and government and ‘increasing 
class differentiation in the countryside. 
While the top-most, wealthiest layer of 
the peasants may remain loyal to the re- 
gime, the continuation, if not intensifi- 
cation, of these problems will tend to al- 
ienate the rest. As a result, it seems likely 
that Chinese society, if not in a couple of 
years, then in five or at most 10, will see 
the rebirth of the pro-democracy move- 
ment, but on a more massive, more mili- 
tant and more radical basis. 

For convinced anarchists and anti-au- 
thoritarians, the bankruptcy of the state 
capitalist system as a whole has been re- 
confirmed by the recent events in China. 
But developments in Russia and Eastern 
Europe have encouraged illusions in the 
potential health and vibrancy of the sys- 
tem. Mikhail Gorbachev’s efforts to re- 
form Soviet society, in particular, have 
convinced many that state capitalism 
need not be characterized by economic 


“Down with all 
governments.” 


North American Green movement has 
been developing for a number of years. 
Many local groups have federated into 
the Green Committees of Correspon- 
dence (GCoC). Influential activists in 
the GCoC are hostile to socialists and 
leftists. At the same time, they are toler- 
ant of right-wing and racist tendencies 
(such as the leadership of Earth First!). 

Yet, many Green committees and in- 
dividuals regard themselves as socialists. 
They identify with the socialist wing of 
the European Green Parties, called the 
““fundis” (for fundamentalists) or “red 
greens.” In 1988 documents began cir- 
culating, drafts of a call for a continental 
Left Green Network, a caucus within 
the broader Green movement. A state- 
ment of principles and a Call for a Left. 
Green Network were approved at a Sep- 
tember meeting of East Coast Greens. 
These were further circulated. Organiz- 
ing continued. A GCoC Youth Caucus 
was formed, which declared its opposi- 
tion to capitalism, statism, and elector- 
alism. 

A continental conference was held in 
Ames, Iowa, on April 20-23. More than 
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stagnation, political dictatorship and 
thought control. 

But no one should be deluded. Gor- 
bachev’s campaign, heavily focused on 
public relations, is an attempt to defend 
the rule of the Communist Party by in- 
troducing a degree of flexibility into its 
rigid political and economic structures 
and, in so doing, creating a base of sup- 
port among certain layers of the hitherto 
alienated population. 

But true democracy, in the, sense of 
full democratic rights for the people, is 
not one of Gorbachev’s goals. He does 
not even favor the right of parties other 
than his own to exist. In Russia, as in 
China, sooner or later the popular de- 
mand for real democratic rights will 
come into conflict with the desire of the 
“‘Communist”’ ruling class, both the 
sections following Gorbachev and those 
skeptical of his policies, to maintain its 
political sway. Then, in Russia as in Chi- 
na, the state cupitalists will reveal their 
true nature. 

While one result of the developing cri- 
sis of the state capitalist system will be a 
strengthening of the appeal of tradition- 
al “Western” capitalism, there remains 
another, longer-term possibility. This is 
that out of the intensifying ferment in 
Russia, Eastern Europe and China, the 
most intransigent radical people will pi- 


oneer in forging a new international left - 


that is truly committed to a democratic, 
egalitarian and cooperative society, in 
opposition to the economically, politi- 
cally and morally bankrupt systems the 
world’s peoples are now suffering un- 
der. The salvation of humanity depends 
on this. [] 


The Left Greens & Revolutionary Anarchism 


needed now? What attitude should rev- 


60 people attended, mostly from the 
Midwest but also from both coasts and 
Canada. (The Left Greens are also in 
contact with a Mexican group.) There 
was established a People of Color Cau- 
cus and a Youth Caucus. The amended 
Principles were adopted provisionally, a 
(Continued on page 5 
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Below is a presentation given at a recent 
ACT UP/Chicago meeting. Darrell Gor- 


don is Black, Gay and a supporter of 


both ACT UP/Chicago and the RSL. 


By DARRELL GORDON 


Te issue of how ACTUP/Chicago 
should relate to people of color first 
came up at an ACT UP Outreach Com- 
mittee meeting. Ferd expressed the view 
that we should not do outreach in the 
Black community. As I understand it, 
Ferd thinks ACT UP should not strive to 
be an integrated organization fighting 
AIDS; and he does not think we should 
recruit people of color into ACT UP, be- 
cause that would be telling a person of 
color what to do. Ferd believes that 
whites should organize other whites and 
that Blacks should organize other 
Blacks into their own groups. Ferd also 
believes that it’s a waste of time ap- 
proaching labor around AIDS issues. 

I think the questions that have come 
up are extremely important. I think— 
and I am sure that Ferd agrees with this 
—that racism is such a deep problem in 
our society that a group that wants to 
fight oppression, but does not have a se- 
rious approach to the problems of rac- 
ism, is going to trip over itself. And I 
would like people here to remember that 
this discussion started with a very practi- 
cal question: what outreach should we 
be doing? The group needs to do more 
than discuss the question. We need to 
decide, and to take action. 

My position is this: J believe that ACT 
UP should be an anti-AIDS group that 
does political direct action. ACT UP 
should be politically defined as a group 
that fights AIDS and sees the battle 
against AIDS as one that is anti-racist 
and for freedom of sexual expression. 
So ACT UP should be known as anti- 
racist, pro-sexual liberation, for 
straights and especially for gays, and as 
welcoming anyone who agrees with 
these points and as striving to bring in 
people of color and working-class peo- 
ple. 

That would make ACT UP distinct 
from any other AIDS organization. No 
other AIDS organization with this defi- 
nition currently exists, whether in the 
gay community, in the Black communi- 
ty, or anywhere in Chicago. 

I think all literature of ACT UP/Chi- 
cago should make clear that we link the 
struggle against AIDS with racial and 
sexual oppression because people of col- 
or and gay people are generally the hard- 
est hit. Everyone knows that funds for 
research, medicine, and resources for 
PWA’s are so limited because the rulers 
don’t care about minorities or gays. The 
literature should stress that ACT UP is 
anti-racist, pro-gay, pro-sexual free- 
dom, and that ACT UP is a multiracial 
organization of men and women, gay 
and straight, Black and white, open to 
all who want to fight AIDS. 

This is an approach that can help us 
grow and make gains as AIDS continues 
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ACT UP 


Must 


Reach 


Out...’ 


to spread. AIDS is increasingly affecting 
people of color.and women. People 
think of AIDS as a gay white disease, 
but that has never been true on a world 
scale, and it is ceasing to be true here. 
What is true is that AIDS is a disease, 
even more than most, that attacks the 
most oppressed people the most heavily: 
from African people, to gays and lesbi- 
ans, to drug users. When AIDS is at- 
tacking many different groups of op- 
pressed people, it is a particularly bad 
time for us to be divided in our response. 

There are very few resources available 
to victims of AIDS in general, but par- 
ticularly to the people of color commu- 
nities (gay or straight), not to mention 
poor and working-class white people. 
The person of color with AIDS is less 
likely to receive the latest experimental 
drugs, the latest information, or even 
the limited support systems that ar 
available to many middle-class white ga 
PWA's. We should strive to make the 
knowledge and organization that we 
have available to everyone. And as 
AIDS spreads, we must strive not to be 
isolated among a relatively ““better-off”” 
small segment of AIDS victims. 

Most gay and lesbian people are in the 
closet. Not all gay people are residents in 
the Newtown gay/lesbian community. 


a militant, 


in simple justice, and to reach out to 
where the AIDS is going. It is also possi- 
ble: ACT UP/New York has done very 
well at bringing in Black and Latin peo- 
ple, who are a vital and growing part of 
the group. It will help us succeed if we re- 
member, while doing outreach to people 
of color and other oppressed people, to 
link AIDS with the special problems 
they face, such as racism and poverty. 
If we keep focusing our efforts too 
narrowly on the Newtown gay/lesbian 
community, and building ties with gay 
and lesbian establishment groups, we 
are putting ourselves in a straitjacket. 
Groups like the IGLTF and others, 
though we can work with them on some 
occasions, at a fundamental level are as 
hostile to some of our basic ideas as they 
are to AIDS itself; and they have ties to 
the powers-that-be. They won’t support 
ou t-front, pro- -liberation, 
i-racist fight against AIDS. They are 
too oriented toward middle-class re- 
spectability and winning acceptance 
from the oppressive society-at-large. 
They emulate the oppressors’ view of 
their own sexuality and the world. They 
will politely lobby and make deals with 
the establishment, but they won’t go far- 
ther. If ACT UP only links with middle- 


class white gays and lesbians in New- 
town, our movement to fight AIDS will 
remain small and isolated, in the long 
run. 


Proposals 


I have concrete proposals for how to 
carry out broader outreach. These pro- 
posals are made in the light of ACT UP 
always talking about the fight against 
AIDS as an anti-racist, pro-freedom of 
sexual expression struggle; so we should 
put forward that point of view wherever 
we are. 


1. Establish a speakers? bureau, to 
send speakers to political groups, com- 
munity organizations, high schools, 
City Colleges and other campuses, and 
unions, in order to present an educa- 
tional and political analysis of the AIDS 
epidemic and to present a program pro- 
moting safe sex. 

2. Make an effort to get on Black 
talk-radio shows, which are becoming a 
major tool for political organizing and 
education in the Black community. 

3. Go to Black and Latino gay bars 
with our leaflets. 

4. Figure out how to relate to IV-drug 
users. 

5. Have a contingent at the gay/lesbi- 
an pride parade which clearly displays 
our political slogans. 

6. Work on a program to deal with 
women and AIDS. 

7. Place our ads in Black and Latino 
newspapers. 


I think these ideas are a good start, 
but others may have better ideas, or dis- 
like some of mine. If the group doesn’t 
like my list, I feel that it must come up 
with others, if it is to become a multi-ra- 
cial, pro-gay, pro-sexuality, and anti- 
racist coalition to fight AIDS. 

With this definition, ACT UP will be 


politically distinct. Certainly we willjoin 


in coalitions and joint actions based on 
less political agreement—but linking the 
fight against AIDS with the fight against 
racism and for freedom of sexual ex- 
pression is what will define ACT UP. 
This is the concrete way, the political 
way, to address the racism of our socie- 
ty. 


Not all gay/lesbian peopleare white and PERES I ay a a 


As | explained in the last issue of the Torch/La Antorcha, 
members of the RSL are currently discussing plans to disband our 
organization and are also participating in discussions about 
founding a monthly anarchist newspaper. 


middle-class. There aren’t any Black 
AIDS organizations today that openly 
promote gay and, lesbian liberation. I 
would love to see such an organization, 
and I would certainly join it. But that’s 
no reason not to bring Black people into 
ACT UP—especially today when sucha 
group does not exist. Gay/lesbian pride 
shouldn’t be limited to middle-class 
white gays and lesbians. We must reach 
out to closeted gays and lesbians because 
AIDS is finding them. Gays and lesbians 
of color, and other AIDS victims, are 
less likely to know about services, hous- 
ing, and education available to PWA’s. 

It is necessary to reach out beyond the 
white middle-class gay community, both 
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Parallel to this, there are changes in the Torch/La Antorcha, 
publication schedule. Normally, our next two issues would be 
published on July 15 and September 15. We are skipping the July 
issue, however, and will next publish on September 15. 


But early in July, a broadsheet tentatively named Daugher of 
RAGE! will be put out as part of the continuing process of 
creating a new anarchist monthly. It will be distributed at the 
Anarchist Gathering, July 19-24, in San Francisco. To get a copy by 
mail, send $1.00 to DOR, c/o Nikolas S., 2454 N. Kedzie Boulevard, 


Chicago, IL 60647. 


The Torch/La Antorcha is published nine times a year, 
on the 15th of each month except April, August and December. 


Signed articles do not necessarily represent the view of the 
Torch/La Antorcha or the Revolutionary Socialist League. 


We encourage readers to write for the Torch/La Antorcha. Copy for the 


— WE 


next issue must reach us by Friday, September 1, unless specific other 


arrangements are made. Thanks. 


If you have access to an IBM-compatible PC, you can save us work by 
sending a diskette with an ASCII DOS flat file containing your article along 
with the printed version. Write or call (212-925-7966) if you have questions. - 


Address all correspondence to: Torch/La Antorcha 


Box 1288 GPO 
New York, NY 10116 USA 


Right, at the Stonewall Inn, June 
: 1969. 


20 Years of LOVE 8: RAGE 
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On the night of May 19, 1989, 3,000 people ri- 
oted in the heart of Berkeley, California, on Tele- 
graph Avenue. The riot raged on in a five-to-ten 
block radius for five hours. After the crowd suc- 
cessfully forced the police to retreat under a 
storm of bottles and rocks, rioters built burning 
barricades, torched fire department vehicles, and 
attacked and/or looted more than 25 businesses 
on the Ave., including the Gap and Bank of 
America. 


By SOL VERMONT 


Te RIOT on May 19 was not, as Berkeley 
Mayor Loni Hancock would have it, a 
freak incident causéd by the final exams, an ex- 
cess of alcohol and the full moon. Hancock and 
other ““concerned citizens” would like to pass 
the whole thing off as some sort of apolitical ac- 
cident, rather than examine the real social and 
political tensions that saturate Berkeley, and, 
specifically, the south side of campus. Many 
students were present at the riot, but most of the 
night’s activities were led by Black, Latino, and 
Asian youth, as well as local anarchists and oth- 
er activists. 

The Friday night riot was sparked-off by a 
torchlight march commemorating the death of 
James Rector, murdered by the Alameda 
County Sheriffs in May 1969. Twenty years lat- 
er, «the Berkeley community is still fighting for 
control of the park. The Berkeley city council, 
for reasons-of obstinance in the face of the 
mega-giant University of California, has rallied 
around the park, as have the more sincere and 
nostalgic “People's Park Activists.” 

While Friday’s protest began as a demand for 
the park, it soon became an expression of out- 
rage at the police, who have a long history of 
brutality towards Black youth and the city’s 
homeless. 

The riot was a reaction to the continuing gen- 


trification of Telegraph Avenue. Although al- - 


most entirely gentrified, the Ave. is still a gath- 
ering place for many diverse people, including 
the homeless, punks, activists, and, on the 
weekends, Black youth. 

Although they are in disagreement over the 


fate of People’s Park, the University, the City, 
and the merchants of Telegraph Ave. all form 


an alliance against the “‘undesirable elements” 
of Berkeley, namely youth of color and the 
homeless. If they had it their way, ‘‘White Stu- 
dents Only” signs would be posted on Tele- 
graph. The quaint yuppie boutiques and fash- 
ion chain stores that line the avenue are a sym- 
bolic representation of this racist and classist at- 
titude. 

This has much to do with why they were loot- 
ed and vandalized. We are taught to believe that 
the junk they sell in those shops is worth some- 
thing. After all, the cops are putting a hell of a 
lot of energy into protecting these shops and, in 
fact, the whole avenue from “hooligans,” so 
there must be something at least resaleable be- 
hind all those tantalizing plate glass windows, 
right? 

The University would love to move everyone 
(and everything) interesting out of the south 
side, and turn the area into a white rich kid’s 
playground (or buy-ground) and have, in fact, 
already implemented a plan of terror against 
the ““undesirables,”” called Save Our South 
Side. A common sight, especially when this 
plan was first (very successfully) implemented, 
was two or three Black teenagers lying face 
down on the pavement, surrounded by cops. 

Homeless people are subject to routine ID 
checking, harassment, and are often beaten up 
and ticketed for panhandling. As one activist 
has pointed out, one of the major investors in 
South Africa — the University — is turning 
Berkeley into its own “little Johannesburg.” 

On May 19, Berkeley’s homeless, youth and 
activists found themselves in a rare and empow- 
ered position of outnumbering and overpower- 
ing the police. It is the police who killed James 
Rector. It is the police who are carrying out the 
University’s plans for gentrification. On May 
19 we fought the police and won, making Tele- 
graph Ave. a “‘Liberated Zone” for one night. 

For many activists this showed that an insur- 
rection could start spontaneously as a result of 
pent-up social tensions, that the cops don’t al- 
ways have to win, that clothes and food can be 
free, and that burning cars make great barri- 
cades. O 
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RIOT in BERKELEY! 


A x Archos 
LE Long Range Development Plan 


Instructions for transforming Telegraph Avenue into a pleasant, car free pedestrian mall: 
—— 


1. Place semi-permanent auto barriers to 
f ensure safe auto-free zone. 


is 


3. Institute sanctions to discourage antisocial 
types from loitering and creating disturbances. 


sae hott 


> == Taa 
2.Provide entertainment and de-centralized 
points of interest throughout the mall, 


Sie RS al 
| 4. Produce anartistic or thematic work which 
can provide a focal point for the mall. 


teenagers lying face down on the pavement. 
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bing clothing and other things this society dangles in front of their 
eyes. Who can blame them for getting what they could? Has eight 
years of Reagan really damaged our sensibility that much? Per- 
sonally, I wish they had taken more, and gotten more help doing 
it. ; 

The rest of the story reads: cover-up. The University adminis- 
tration and the city government, the press, the merchants, the up- 
scale Reaganized liberals and progressives, and many smug stu- 
dents reveal their class prejudice by insisting that protest must al- 
ways have clear demands and clear leaders. They don’t want to 
admit that this riot was a form of protest against the social exclu- 
sion and yuppification on the South Side, that it was a rebellion 
against a society which makes some people extraneous and “neg- 
ative elements.”” No acknowledgment that people were giving a 
great big, festive collective “fuck you” to the University Long 
Range Development scheme to make South Side into a preppy 
amusement park. No one speaks about this: that would reveal 
their part in progressive Berkeley’s offensive against its poor. 
They call Friday's events acts of random violence and purposeless 
looting. Horseshit. Sounds more like class warfare to me. 


mmon sight was two or three Black 


Black teenagers took what they could, grab- 
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ZOMO riot police vehicles being pelted with rocks by 
Mayday protestors in Gdansk, Poland. 


By ‘b’OB McGLYNN 


HAT?! A month without watching any episodes of Star 
Trek!?* Well, okay. If one goes on a month long Euro- 
pean binge, that’s the breaks. ` 
As a member of Neither East Nor West-NYC I'd be making 


ernative groups in the Ea 


e E es pee aes Be Ss 
tical co-conspirator Patty 


(o) ooney would hit Amster- 


dam, West Berlin (just for a night to plan for return foraysinto 


East Berlin), Poland for a third of the trip, and then retrace 
back to Berlin and Amsterdam. 


Gdansk My Love 


We arrived in Gdañsk, Poland, April 20th and stayed with 
my friend Gosia Tarasiewicz of the anarchistic Gdansk chapter 
of Freedom and Peace (WiP). Gosia would be our host, side- 
kick, translator and guide tripping around the Polish opposi- 
tion. Chris Hobson and I (also of NENW-NYC) had visited 
Gosia and others in Poland during August, 1988, which helped 
cement ties between our groups. 


‘Men Are Worse Than Stupid!’ 


That night we went to (of course) a bar and met WiP mem- 
ber Jarma Dubiel. We did the usual catching up and I learned 
two new things: WiP sent a petition to the U.S. in support of a 
prisoner fighting against the death sentence and they and Swiss 
activists simultaneously picketed each other’s consulates in 
support of conscientious objector status. (WiP has made a 
name for itself as Eastern activists willing to fight for causes in 
the West also). 

While talking this asshole kept harassing us—mostly Patty 
and Gosia. I wanted to kill him. But I was asked to keep coolas 
the cops may prefer to bust a politico (me) in such a situation. 

So Gosia asks ““How are women to deal with such jerks?” I 


We’re Back! (sort of) 


Because of time and money constraints Neither East Nor 
West-NYC (NENW-NYC) is only issuing this limited version 
of On Gogol Boulevard (OGB). Lacking are such OGB stan- 
dards as: news of resistance and repression from all Soviet bloc 
countries; news of repression in the U.S.; letters; reports from 
groups involved in East/West networking, etc. 

Included are a report from a member of NENW-NYC on 
his networking trip to Poland and East Germany; a who, what, 
where, when, and why article on the “détente from below” 
and “neither East nor West” type scene; a greatly expanded 


contact list. 


Since our last (Sep. ’88) issue OGB has been in limbo due al- 
so to the aforementioned time and money problems. The 
Torch has filled in by carrying a regular section “News From 
Soviet Bloc” in cooperation with OGB. 

So for those who’d like the fuller picture we strongly recom- 
mend ordering the last four Torch’s. The last two OGB’s are 
also available. 

Please make checks to Aspect Foundation and send $2.00 
for the last four Torch’s (and the last two OGB’s if vou’d like) 
to: On Gogol Boulevard 

151 First. Ave. #62 
New York, NY 10003 


st. Me and my friend/some- 


Anti-nuclear rally in Gdansk, Poland. 


say that guys will stop being sexist morons ultimately only 
when women physically fight back and establish that as a con- 
sequence of men’s behavior. So the guy tries one more time to. 
shove his way into our booth to get next to Gosia—except 
WAMMO! — she shoved him sprawling onto the floor! We 
laughed, and got a breather for a while from him. 

I asked Jarma about an article he wrote once for @ Cappel- 
la, the zine of anarchists in Poland. His article criticized those 
who supported banning abortion, supporting instead sex edu- 
cation, more contraceptives, and social support for single 
mothers. I said we’d like to reprint his piece but in it he made it 
seem like getting pregnant was all the women’s fault, that they 
were ‘‘stupid.’’ He readily agreed that guys should share the 
blame, but went further by saying “Men are worse than stu- 
_ pid!”” He related a story of when he was counseling once anda 
19-year-old male asked him if a woman*could get pregnant 
from oral sex! I thought of the similar lack of adequate sex 
know-how in the U.S. So East meets West, we had another 
beer, and rolled our eyes at the stupidity of it all. 


Gosia Tarasiewicz. 


‘Shut Down Zarnowiec,’ Anarchy, 
and Other Fun Things 


Friday, April 21: For the past couple of months WiP, the an- 
archist Movement for an Alternative Society (RSA) and youth 
groups like Movement had been conducting illegal Friday af- 
ternoon demos in Gdañsk against a nuclear power plant being 
built nearby called Zarnowiec (also called ‘‘Zarnobyl’’). 

About 200— mostly young— people participated in an ac- 
tion very much like ‘‘direct-action’”’ demos in the West. There 
was no cooperation with the militia (cops) and no control by 
demonstration ‘‘peace-pig’’ marshalls trying to monitor the 
crowd. The demonstrators militantly snaked their way 
through the streets of downtown Gdańsk with the militia only 
occasionally barking out ‘‘Disperse!’’ to no avail. (Other Fri- 
day actions suffered militia attacks.) Punks and longhairs in- 
termixed in a colorful sea of anarchist black flags, anti-nuclear 
banners, and banners of opposition groups. Some wore gas 
masks and there were plenty of peace signs and @ buttons or 
the same printed on clothing. Some wore patches or T-shirts of 
their favorite rock groups. In other words, this might well have 
been an action emanating from London, NYC, West Berlin or 
Toronto. (A word about youth activism. Reports that many 


POLITISHIT BUREAUCRAP 


U.S. troops having fun with taxpayers’ money at the 
Berlin Wall. 


young people are joining the pro-Western nationalist/conser- 
vative/religious Confederation for an Independent Poland 
[KPN] are true. They are attracted to KPN’s militant hatred of 
the government and the Soviets — but not all are into KPN’s 
politics. In fact in Gdansk-KPN 20 youths tried to form an an- 
archist faction. They were duly expelled.) 

The march ended with a short rally in front of the Old Town 
Hall. I was asked to give a short solidarity talk which was well 
received. The crowd dug it when I denounced the West for us- 
ing Poland as a dump for waste (booing and thumbs down) 
and applauded when I said we’d try to stop any U.S. company 
from abusing Poland’s ecology. É 

Apparently my small act of being in the march and speaking 
at the rally had a very pleasing impact. Word got around: ‘‘I 
heard an American spoke at the demonstration.” A friend of 
Gosia’s mother far from the scene knew of it. Solidarity’s 
weekly bulletin reported on it and so on. 

After the action we met with Janusz Waluszko of RSA and 
someone from the anarchist Spartakus paper. Both placed pri- 
macy on working class struggle and self-management with 


~ Zarnowiec-type fights as important but secondary in compari- 


son. Their heavy duty syndicalist flavor flowed also with their 
“Let's hit the streets now for the revolution” street fighter 
type stance. 

In comparison WiP anarchists I’d been meeting seemed 
more like “‘new social movement” sorts interested in peace, 
ecology, human rights struggles, etc., and concerned with a 
more cautious and non-violent stance. Anarchists in the West 
also have these differences in emphasis. In any case WiP anar- 
chists (WiP has many tendencies, with anarchists a strong cur- 
rent), RSA and other anarchists are all networked in a national 
grouping called Anarchist Intercity (MA). 

Earth Day (April 22) was celebrated in a number of Polish 
cities. Gdansk had a legal rally at an amphitheater presided 
over by ecology groups. Again the major theme was shutting 
down Zarnowiec and again I gave the same talk to a similarly 
responsive crowd. Despite the rain 400 stuck it out. The young 
crew from the day before was there, intermixed with older 
folks. 

At night was an @ Cappella meeting at Gosia’s. 

I was able to speak with Adam Bota, Gosia, Klaudiusz We- 
solek and Krzysztof Galinski (both Gdańsk WiP) about two 
projects. One is to have a worldwide network of East/West 
groups (possibly ‘‘The International Neither East Nor West 
Network’’) to work simultaneously on common projects. The 
way it may go is that NENW-NYC and Gdansk WiP might 
draw up a proposal to be circulated to like-minded groups. 
Perhaps in a year it could be launched? We’ll see. 

The second idea is that if there was another On Gogol Boule- 
vard published @ Cappella would get it translated in its entire- 
ty and print a special Polish edition. 

Whoa! 

Patty and I then got to do the layout of an article I wrote for 
@ Cappella detailing how cooperation has developed between 
anti-authoritarians in North America and Poland. Additional- 
ly, @ Cappella lists myself as its U.S. contact and Madeline 
Bassnet of Toronto NENW as its Canadian rep. A recent @ 
Cappella carried an interview with Madeline. @ Cappella in- 
serts a short English-language summary for its Western read- 
ers. For their latest issue, they’ ll insert a plea by myself in Eng- 
lish to North American readers to send at least a buck to @ 
Cappella, as it transfers into an enormous amount of Polish 
currency (enough to buy 400 rolls of scarce toilet paper or a 600 
kilometer train ride!). So the cooperation is very concrete here 
—ain’t no rhetoric! 


Movement for an Alternative Soclety's 
Janusz Waluszko. 


February, March and April anti-nuclear 
demos in Gdansk. 


Warsaw: Everything from Socialists 
to Anti-Abortionists to — 
The Gallery of Maniacal Activity 


Off to Warsaw for a few days. We crashed with WiP’s Basha 
Hyrbacz who’s also one of the editors of Solidarity’s weekly 
bulletin. This bulletin (now legally produced) also carries info 
on other opposition groups. (I like Basha but her dog’s a mean 
one—the sucker bit me!) We visited Jerzy Kolazowski of a new 
faction (#3) of the (dissident) Polish Socialist Party (PPS), call- 
ing itself PPS-Press Agreement. They broke off of the radical 
left PPS-Revolution Democratic (PPS-RD). The other fac- 
tion simply calls itself PPS and could be described as moderate 
social-democrats with a “President”? and other centralized 
formalities. 

It was late—we were tired and drinking and my Polish non- 
existent and Jerzy’s English not complete. So it was hard to 
make out what the split was about, though the existence of 
some Trotskyists in PPS-RD was part of it. Jerzy’s group was 
seeking reunification with PPS. Along with the anarchists, the 
PPS factions are an important counterweight to pro-capitalist 
sentiment among both the government and opposition. 

The next day was a further example of how much freedom 
the opposition had gained, Outside of Warsaw University was 
a table selling PPS-RD, Solidarity and other gróup's litera- 
ture. One of those selling literature was military resister/for- 
mer political prisoner and PPS-RD member Jan Tomasie- 
wicz. Inside the university was a meeting of the international 
federation of Helsinki Watch human rights groups. We met up 
with Jarma Dubiel there as he’s also a member of the Polish 
Helsinki group. (I made sure to give Jarma a packet of info on 
political prisoners in the U.S. and throughout the month I 
sprinkled around radical and East/West literature wherever I 
went.) 

On April 25, myself, Gosia and Jaroslaw met up with Mi- 
chael Simmons, an Afro-American member of the U.S. Amer- 
ican Friends Service Committee. (Patty, sick of [yech!] poli- 
tics, took a powder and went sightseeing.) This seemed to be 
the first, or one of the first, times an Afro-American activist 
had met up with WiP, and was very important. Michael is in- 
volved in the case of the Afro-American MOVE people who 
were massacred during a bombing and assault by cops in Phila- 
delphia. He promised to provide WiP with a video of the 
bombing plus info on Polish racism towards Blacks in the U.S. 
He also said he’d get U.S. Quakers moving ona letter-writing 
campaign in support of freedom of travel for WiP members, 
many of whom still can’t get passports. 


‘Micheal Simmons with Jarma Dubiel and Gosia 
Tarasiewicz. 
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Later, Patty rejoined Gosia, Jarma and myself for a rally at 
Warsaw University to protest a proposed anti-abortion law. 
The law would dump women who had abortions in the joint 
Sor three years. The law very well may be passed —the gameis 
this: The State gives one to the Catholic Church. In return the 
Catholic Church is given more incentive to do what it does so 
well — control and pacify the opposition. 

(The potential for Catholic totalitarianism replacing the 
Stalinist variant seems to exist. Anti-Semitism remains strong 
in Poland. The stench of this and the threat of clerico-fascism 
is summed up in a motto on the cover of the opposition Polish 
Independence Party’s bulletin: ““Catholicism is not a supple- 
ment to Polishness but is inherent to it.” [Ugh!] 


MoT ONLY THAT, 
BUT IVE HAD 

AN AIDS TEST 
E Tool! 


emigrating.) ~ eds 
About 110 people showed up, with the majority being 
against the ban. There were short speeches but it was mostly 


- arguing and debate among the crowd, especially with one 


straight altar-boy type. Women were vehemently arguing with 


Warsaw debate on proposed anti-abortion law. 


the guy, but in a country where feminism is still a dirty word, it 
wasn’t surprising that it was men who organized and facilitat- 
ed the rally. Patty gave a talk against the ban, noted women in 
the U.S..are facing a similar situation, and gave solidarity 
greetings from U.S. women. It was received with warm ap- 
plause. 

Unlike in the U.S., the proposed ban has considerable sup- 
port among the Polish population. And the take the anti-ban 
people have on it differs from a Westerner’s view. The U.S. 
women’s movement is ““pro-choice,”” i.e., women should have 
the right to choose, abortion is not regarded as murder, a fetus 
is not a person. But many of the Polish anti-ban forces in fact 
oppose abortion and maintain that it’s an evil and murder. 
They simply believe that punishment is not the cure and pro- 
pose instead sex education, contraceptives and material sup- 
port for single mothers. 


jon. 
suited 


Patty Mooney gives solidarity greetings from U.S. 
women to anti anti-abortion law rally in Warsaw. 


At night I got to meet for the first time Krzysztof Skiba of 
Lodz WiP whose band Big Tits was playing at a punk concert. 
Krzysztof and I had been writing each other letters and trading 
zines so it was great to finally hook up. His band played what 
he called a “‘pastiche,”’ which were parodies of various musical 
forms—everything from ’50s to Reggae and Heavy Metal— 
accompanied by theatrics and goofing around on Stage. Even 
though I couldn’t understand a word it was pretty funny. The 
crowd of 150 applauded and laughed a lot in between thrashing 
and slamming. 

Krzysztof is also with the Gallery of Maniacal Activities, 
which stages hilarious happenings in Lodz. During the Round- 
table talks they staged their own farcical “Roundtable” on the 
street complete with small literal round tables including a Wa- 


_lesa look-alike stupidly-sitting at one. On May 10; the Gallery. 


planned to make fun of an annual Soviet-bloc bicycle race 
passing their way by staging a comic “¿Arms Race” beside it be- 
tween “NATO and the Warsaw Pact.” Their race would be 
freewheeling, including skateboarders, roller skaters, what- 
ever. In fact, the planned winner would bea submarine—an 
atomic one with Soviet sailors. This type of what they call “So- 
cialist Surrealism” is very popular in Poland. 

Krzysztof has an idea of calling on rock bands to boycott 
East Germany (GDR) and declaring the GDR ‘‘The Apartheid 
State of Europe.”’ This is because of the way GDR people are 
locked in by severe state travel restrictions. 

(Western bands take note: If you can pay your way to Po- 
land, Krzysztof’s crew can put you up and arrange a tour of a 
few cities.) 


Gallery of Maniacal 
“Walesa” seated at left. 
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The next day Lmet with members of the Polish Socialist Par- 


ty-Revolution Democratic (PPS-RD) Zuzanna Dabrowski, 
Piotr Ikonowicz and Krzysztof Figel. Yes, there were Trotsky- 
ists in their group (they themselves weren’t) but only a small 
faction. They described themselves as “new new-left”” without 
any dogmas. While refusing labels, they felt comfortable with 
the term “libertarian-socialist”” used by some in the West. 
They were involved in Solidarity and the workers’ self-man- 
agement movement. Their ideas on the latter seemed well 
thought out. To avoid what would amount to self-managed 
capitalism, different economic units would horizontally and 
democratically cooperate with each other. An ultimate aim 
would be an economic parliament — one of Solidarity’s origi- 
nal aims. Because of what they called Poland’s ““19th century 
capitalist conditions” they believed a heavy-duty classical 
working class approach necessary. 


Polish Socialist Party - Revolution Democratic’s (left 
to right) Krzystof Figel, Zuzanna Dabrowski and Julka, 
Piotr Ikonowicz. 


They’ve established ties with some groups in the West and 
actually have an office in London staffed by their own Polish 
members. Fully cognizant of the need of people East, West and 
Third World, to fight against Western financial capital exploit- 
ing all, they asked me to send them detailed info on enforced 
austerity in the U.S. We agreed to establish ties between our 
groups. 


Back to Gdansk 


Hmm, Vibrations! —JAROSLAW DUBIEL, April 27, 1989 

On April 27, me and Patty were invited to speak at a meeting 
of Movement, a radical secondary school (high school) group. 
Jarma and Tomasz ‘‘Belfer’’ Burek (also Gdansk WiP) were 
there too, as they act as something of older “‘patrons”’ of 


- Movement. In the crew we recognized Marek “Negativity”” 


Sacharczuk who at the anti-nuclear rally the week before 
shouted my speech in Polish to the crowd as I read it in English. 


I talked about the aims of NENW and then there was back 
and forth about everything from gay rights (they were for) to 
the proposed anti-abortion law (they were against) to the con- 
ditions of Blacks and racism in the U.S., to counterculture 
(they say “subculture””), to the problem of nazi-skins in both 
countries, and so on. 

The most important thing, though, was our description to 
them of a radical NYC high school group called New York Di- 
rect Action Correspondence (NYDAC). They and NYDAC 
both started a few months ago, both have radical and counter- 
culture orientation, both have anarchists but no ‘‘correct- 
line” ideology, both have 20 or so people coming to weekly 
meetings, and both have their own zines (leading Jarma to 
comment “Hmm, Vibrations!””). 

We agreed I'd establish relations between both groups, in- 
cluding exchanging rock tapes and zines. I’d also write an arti- 
cle about NYDAC/NENW for their zine *“Twe-twa.”” (Not 
translatable — just meaningless sounds.) 

Later, “‘Belfer’’ asked if I could get NYDAC and others to 
help with a project of Movement. On June 12 in Warsaw, 
they’d picket the Ministry of Education to protest against mili- 
tary courses in secondary schools (twice weekly). I said maybe 
we’d simultaneously picket the NYC Polish Consulate. (We 
did.) ft a 
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Direct Action Correspondence 
getting arrested, May 2, at a 


the government. Cops had fun 


The Opposition Wins One 


I missed the weekly Friday Gdańsk march against Zarnowi- 
ec. The cops charged the crowd, but Jarma and others staged a 
sit-in rather than run. Surprisingly, Communist Party officials 
then offered the protesters access to the media and anything 
else they wanted. (Indeed, the next day an official newspaper 
gave the demonstrators objective-to-favorable coverage.) 
There were strong indications that Zarnowiec would be 
stopped, and because of that WiP cancelled a planned direct- 
action occupation of the Zarnowiec site on Saturday. (Oh well, 
Pd miss the fun of waking up at 4a.m. to zip around Zarnowi- 
ec dodging bullets.) In the aftermath of Friday’s action, WiP, 
RSA and Movement formed the Anti-Atom Federation. 

- The concrete victory came on the 29th when the state an- 
nounced the closure of the Klelpicz plant near Poznan. It’s one 
of five under construction in Poland. 


More International Cooperation 


On the 29th and 30th WiP activists had meetings with a dele- 
gation of the Stockholm chapter of the Swedish Peace and Ar- 
bitration Society (SPAS). Both groups signed a joint agree- 
ment which included: a demand for a military-free Baltic Sea, 
information sharing on Rumanian and Czechoslovakian 
problems, Gdañsk WiP would join SPAS’s network that con- 
ducts emergency protests against nuclear weapons testing, 
SPAS would protest against military education in Polish 
schools and freedom of travel problems. Additionally, SPAS 
would print a WiP statement against nuclear power and waste, 
they wrote a solidarity statement for the next Friday’s anti- 
Zarnowiec march, and would help WiP produce a video about 
themselves. 


Fucking Passport Problem! 


In July in San Francisco, California, U.S., there will be a 
huge gathering of North American anarchists. Money had 
been raised to bring at least two Polish anarchists to the con- 
vention. Part of my job was to find out who, if anyone, could 
come. Ata meeting with some WiP people on the 30th I got the 
news that Polish A’s had discussed it and decided that no one 
could come. No one who could represent their scene had a 
passport. Instead, the bucks raised in the U.S. would be used 
to rent space for Polish A’s to have an office in Gdansk. (Actu- 
ally, it seemed to be more of a drag for me than for them as they 
are really excited about getting a space — impossible without 
the money.) Polish anarchists would also print a special Eng- 
lish-language solidarity bulletin for the U.S. gathering, with 
each Polish anarchist group getting a page to talk about them- 
selves and asking for contacts. 


| May Day Rebellion 


~- May 1 in Gdansk reflected the major split in the Polish op- 
position. Pro- and anti-Walesa forces had separate actions. 
The Walesa grouping met in a church and then marched hun- 
dreds strong to Old Town Hall. At Old Town Hall anti-govern- 
ment, anti-Walesa/compromise (‘‘Anti-System’’) forces had 
illegally rallied. The Anti-System crowd included Andrej 
Gwiazda, a radical anti-compromise worker who scored sec- 
ond place against Walesa in elections for heading Solidarity. 
Also participating were RSA, radical worker groups like Soli- 
darity 88, PPS-RD, but also reactionaries like KPN. (This 
united front of “left”? and “right” seems acceptable in Poland 
as long as the goal is destroying the government.) A couple of 
WiP people were there but Gdansk WiP declined to endorse it 
as they thought it not a positive move. 


Red and Polish flags being tossed off amphitheater 
balcony. 


Well, the Walesa fans get to Old Town Hall seemingly to at- 
tempt a unified march. But the radicals would have none of it. 
One of their main banners had Walesa in a wedding dress mar- 
rying Jaruzelski. (Another obvious difference was that the 
Walesa-oids were older and more conservative-looking.) So 
Lech’s fan club turned around, began chanting “Lech Wale- 
sa,” and headed out toward the main road where reportedly 
they were set upon by the hated ZOMO (special riot police). I 
assume they dispersed as there was no sign of them the rest of 
the day. E ; ; 

Then about 400 radicals began a march along the same route 
— except in the coming hours there would be no dispersing. 
Black and Polish flags waved amidst chants of ‘‘So-li-dar- 
ność!” After a few blocks we were out of the old city area and 
onto the main road. The road was taken over and a line 
formed. ZOMO vehicles immediately appeared some blocks 
down the road and their troops dispatched to form a line. 
Rocks were thrown (an adjacent railway bed provided gener- 
ous access) and the ZOMOs charged. The crowd, lacking 
clubs, helmets, etc., wasn’t prepared for any real head-to-head 
and so we ditched across the railway bed to the other side of the 


small fence) and scattered. ZOMOs beat who they could on the 
periphery and then retreated. The marchers ran back across 
the tracks, regrouped, and began pelting ZOMO vehicles that 
drove past on the other side of the tracks. Those vehicles cir- 
cled to take up our rear so ZOMOs were now at both ends. 
Again another attack and we ditched toward center city, scat- 
tering. 

And so it went cat-and-mouse for a while. Me and Patty 
found RSA’s Janusz Waluszko and Magdalena Pluskota, a 
student anarchist. (Janusz was beaming. “You know, Bob, 
this is my day in Poland!””) But in the chaos we quickly lost him 
and signs of any other anarchists we knew the rest of the day. 
(Later we found out all were safe.) We formed a de facto affini- 
ty group with Magdalena, who acted as our guide and kept us 
from getting killed by ZOMOs and other good things. 

The regroupments got smaller and by now it was all youth. 
At one point a cry went up something akin to “Let's go up 
Dluga Street!’ which is where the official CP celebration was 
happening. (Just an unguarded stage with music and perfor- 
mances — without much of a crowd — and ironically on the 
same street as Old Town Hall, just two blocks down.) By the 
time we got to the stage, enough passers-by had joined in that 
we swelled to 1,000. 

Well, the fuckin’ CP’ers panicked! They scurried off the 
stage but quick, grabbing what equipment they could and ran 
into anearby building. The stage was seized—we wrecked their 
“May Day”! 

Again we headed for the main road and are repulsed by ZO- 
MOs. A plainclothes cop is caught with a hidden mike. She’s 
surrounded and it’s ripped off her. 

Some of the main players huddle and it’s decided to head in 
separate streams toward another CP celebration. It turned out 
to be the amphitheater I spoke at a week before. We’re downto 
a determined 200 militants. This time no one booked from the 
stage, but the mike is seized and one demonstrator gives a rap 
about how the ZOMO was attacking people, etc. After a few 
minutes, the mike was cut off, but the point made. All the 
while people were climbing on top of the amphitheater, up- 
rooting red and Polish flags and raining them down on the 
crowd. (The red ones got trashed, Polish ones carried. I tried 
helping someone burn a red flag, but—like U.S. flags! —with- 
out lighter fluid, they don’t catch well. The city in fact was 
flooded with flags. None were safe wherever the crowd went, 
though!) : 

The march then headed for another town and we packed it 
in as we were leaving Poland that night. 

It was refreshing to be in an action which, though chaotic, 
was totally disciplined to the extent that the only target was the 
state—there was no gratuitous trashing of personal property. 


“Socialist Surrealism” satirical group during Mayday 
action: Red flags, Stalin buttons, guns — what fun! 
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Goodbye (Sadly) to Poland 


As this has gotten ridiculously long (20 handwritten pages), 
Pve got to end. But I did meet/hang-out/party with some oth- 
er WiP’ers who I’d like to mention: Adam Jagusiak, Marek 
Krukowski, Bozena Zielinska, Izabel Wdowek-Jazewnik, An- 
na Burek, Adam Nowierski, Lech Parell, Roland Kruk, and 
Anna Niedzwiecka. And thanks to Gosia! 


Berlin, East and West 


"I don't wanna work 
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East Germany (GDR) is infinitely more repressive than Po- 
land, so getting anything going there was tricky. We got to 
West Berlin May 2 and stayed with Marie-Luise Lindemann of 
Initiative East-West Dialogue. (Berlin—East and West—is to- 
tally within the GDR.) Plans had already been made through 
two separate channels to set up a large meeting between myself 
and GDR activists. Word never got through though. 

But on May 3 we did get into East Berlin to meet with Ulrike 
Poppe and Ibrahim Bohme of Initiative Peace and Human 
Rights. This was very important as there's little or no interac- 
tion between alternative scenes in the U.S. and GDR. The 
GDR scene is particularly important to us as the opposition is 
solidly anti-capitalist, without illusions about the West. In gen- 
eral they all agree to a democratic socialism and there are a few 
anarchists. Ulrike estimated that 500 independent groups ex- 
isted and, though severely restrained, have some elbow room 
operating within churches. Hers was one of the groups auton- 
omous of the church. Some groups had networks. Some spe- 
cialized on women's, Third World, gay, peace, environmental 
concerns, etc., while Initiative Peace and Human Rights was 
an all-around group. As economic conditions in the GDR are 
not so harsh, there's no traditional workers’ movement— 
which, of course, would get smashed anyway if it operated 
above ground. We shared similar thoughts and agreed to soli- 
darity and cooperation between our groups. They liked the 
idea Gdansk WiP and I had about an international network. 
NENW would translate and print the new platform of Initia- 
tive Peace and Human Rights. 


"Ulrike Poppe and Ibrahim Böhme of Initiative Peace 
and Human Rights. 
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One thing they were particularly opposed to (like NENW) is 
the way Western “‘peace’’ groups cooperate with fake state- 
sponsored ““Peace Committees” in the GDR and other Soviet 
bloc countries. 

Over the next couple of days I’d meet with a member of a 
GDR exile group, The Initiative for Otherwise Thinking Peo- 
ple. I’d met this individual before and she was still trying to be 
allowed back into the GDR to live and be an activist. Again, it 
was agreed to stay in touch and cooperate. 

I also met with Dieter Esche of the European Network for 
East/West Dialogue. He related a lousy story of how 10 WiP 
people took a long, expensive trip to West Berlin to have seri- 
ous meetings with the Alternative List (AL—the West Berlin 
equivalent of the West German proper Greens). WiP had a 
previous foray to West Berlin to arrange this. Only onemember 
of AL met with WiP only for an hour or so. Dieter related that 
détente from below existed only rhetorically among the West 
German left (they don’t even get that far in U.S. left), with no 
practical results. And this is with Gestapo-Stalinism right on 
their border. Screw them! 


Berlin Wall/Expulsion (What Fun!) 


Since nothing could get arranged for me in East Berlin, get- 
ting back in touch was a problem. One famed meeting place of 
the GDR alternative scene is the Environmental Library 
housed in Zion Church in East Berlin. A few times a week they 
have open house, so we decided to catch their Sunday night 


opening. 


Beforehand, Patty and I cruised a long section of the Berlin 
Wall, complete with guard towers, landmines and other fun, 
Stalinoid paraphernalia. 

Pro-Sovietoids ought to get their faces pushed into this 
thing — especially where crosses have been painted to mark 
those shot to death escaping the East—to get a taste of reality. 

The whole western side of the wall is a canvas—literally— 
graffitied from one end to the other. It’s covered with every- 
thing from “John loves Mary” type stuff, to political slogans, 
to quite beautiful paintings. The influence of NYC-style graf- 
fiti was apparent. 

At one spot was a converted railway car now used to house 
the homeless. It was purposely parked near a popular viewing 
stand that looked over the Wall. In this illegal action, homeless 
activists wanted to juxtapose the bullshit of both East and 
West. It symbolically straddled both East and West Berlin, as 
there’s a few small cattycorners on the west side of the Wall 


that are actually GDR territory. GDR troops are allowed to pa-. 


trol the area. But since the shelter straddled both East and 
West, the cops of both sides were at a loss as to what to do with 
it! 


Homeless van at Berlin Wall. 


So, we’re getting near to Checkpoint Charlie where we’d 
cross. We stopped for a moment to change some film and I 
ducked down to stuff the On Gogol Boulevard I was carrying 
into my boot. It’s dumb to try to sneak things through GDR 
customs, but we hadn’t been checked so far on the trip. I fig- 
ured it was worth the risk—having a calling card like On Gogol 
Boulevard would greatly help GDR activists symbolically un- 
derstand what I was about as most GDR folks don’t know 
English. 

Well, I didn’t put it in my boot. I re-put it in the inside pocket 
of my jacket. It was a (wrong, it turned out) judgment call. If 
they find something in your boot, then you’re definitely up to 
something—if it’s casually on you, maybe not. GDR customs 
slammed us. We were separated and brought to different 
rooms. “Everything out of your pockets.” The gestapo spot- 
ted the On Gogol Boulevard; ‘‘Take that out too.” 

“What will you do with this in East Germany?” 

“Nothing. It’s mine. I bought it in a West Berlin book- 
shop.” 


_ Yeah sure! My name Waš'on the front cover of it as the au- 
thor of an article. The article on page three was entit 


Germany: GDR Crackdown on Independents.” 

There was no frisk or strip search. I sadly stared at my boots. 
I couldn’t figure out who was more of a jerk, me or them! 

` After an hour detention, we were shown the door back 
home— minus the On Gogol Boulevard. 

At the border, we gave them the finger, took a quick train, 
and 20 minutes later tried to enter at another checkpoint. We 
expected word had already been sent, but were damned if we 
didn’t try. 

It took them two minutes this time to point the way back 
west. 

So it goes. 

One good thing established is that an information conduit 
between GDR and North American activists has been estab- 
lished. Important GDR texts, etc., will weave their way to 
NENW-NYC. We will then act as a transmission center for 
anyone (not just North American) who wants to get stuff to 
the GDR.t 


Global Unity Against Austerity: 
A Strategic Appeal 


In between beers and activist planning, there was one thing 1 
kept bringing up to everyone I met: the way Western capital is 
increasingly eating its way into the Soviet bloc, Poland being a 
prime example. The same financial milieu that enforces cut- 
backs in social services, layoffs, and austerity in the U.S. and 
the Third World, enforces the same in the East. Poland has 
joined the International Monetary Fund which enforces two 
demands: unrestricted capitalism and austerity. People die in 
the Third World from these policies. Rumania — with an al- 
ready literally hungry population — has paid off some of its 
debt with food. I underscored the point that while joint activ- 
ism around militarist, ecological and other ““Superstructural”” 
problems was important, the pulsing internationalization of 
Western capital (with Stalinist collusion) penetrating heavily 
also now the East has put the ““old fashioned” question of 
class into the center of the agenda. If the détente from below 
movement doesn't take thisinto consideration, it will defeatit- 


ous, East/West collusion may be more dangerous, i.e., no 
more “support” for the oppressed in the opposing bloc—now 
we’ll openly agree that al! should heel to the will of the elites. 
(Always remember how the Wall Street Journal reported West- 
ern bankers’ relief when martial law in Poland was imposed— 
something Reagan knew was coming but gave no forewarning 
of to Solidarity. Said a Citibank vice-president, ‘“We don’t 
care what kind of political system they have. All we ask is can 
they pay their bills.’’) ; 


“We need a Margaret Thatcher,” said Janos 
Fekete, president of the Hungarian National Bank, in 
May of this year. “What she did with the coal mines, 
we have to do here.” 
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self. While the dangers of East/West confrontation are obvi- | 


Some Easterners I spoke with were already acutely aware of 
this and all agreed it was a problem. (Remember though that I 
was only with activists that have a critique of the West.) In- 
deed, whilein Poland it was announced that a Gdynia shipyard 
would be bought up by a Western concern. They'd lay off 
workers and transform the yard into a metals reprocessing cen- 
ter, extra-polluting an already filthy bay. WiP members didn’t 
dig it. Piotr Ikonowicz of PPS-RD thought that the process of 
privatization — with both Western capitalists and party bu- 
reaucrats as bosses— may sweep through Poland and be com- 
pleted in five years. 
Third World and Western radicals find it strange that the Po- 
lish opposition has been so silent on or uncritical of the exploi- 
tation of Poland by Western banks. (PPS-RD has condemned 
it and in fact now even the Roundtable opposition agreed to 
ask for debt re-scheduling.) It’s a problem but remember its 
context: Poland’s main imperial enemy is the USSR. Poland’s 
membership in the COMECON Soviet-bloc economic pact 
makes sure Poland gets looted by the Soviets in a number of 
ways. Poles, hating their own ruling class, point to the way 
wealth is siphoned off by their bloated military and bureaucra- 
cy, inefficiency, waste and a corroded industrial base with its 
attendant costly pollution. Any easing of the debt may be 
soaked up by the state and not bring relief to laborers. And 
Poles blame their government for borrowing more than they 
blame the banks for lending. 

Combine the truisms in the above with a rampant pro- 
Americanism and provincialism—where terms like “Western 
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Solidarity stamp in honor of George Bush and quoting 
him: “Poland, you will be free.” (Bush is on left.) 


imperialism’? are instantly identified as only being rhetorical 
state-propaganda — and you’ve got some real obstacles to 
overcome. (The other side of this is the pro-Sovietism and pro- 
vincialism of Western and Third World oppositions. For space 
reasons l'Il leave that critique out—I’ve slammed them in print 
elsewhere.) ; 

One major roadblock to an anti-austerity front is the Wale- 
sa/Roundtable business and the pro-privatization/ capitalist 
fever that’s gripped Walesa’s sector of Solidarity, much of the 
intelligentsia, and plenty of officialdom (who have the most to 
profit in being individualized owners).t The most serious out- 
undtable is that workers will bear the economic 
Walesa and company will keep the working class 
under control. The absorption of the “‘legitimate”’ part of the 
opposition into partnership with those who’d previously jailed 
them was a brilliant stroke by the state. Yes, Solidarity is now 
legal, but on the condition that it police the workers. A nice 
Westernized ‘‘democratic’’ arrangement where the brute force 
of the state may be unnecessary. 

Both the Polish and Western elite is gleeful over this, and 
Walesa is their boy in Poland. In accepting austerity and the 
reigning-in of workers’ struggles, Walesa and crew have be- 
come part not only of the Stalinist system, but of the circuitry 
of international Western capital. Walesa is both messenger and 
cop of East and West. 


€ 


Lech Walesa and Margaret Thatcher placing a wreath 
at the workers’ monument in Gdańsk. Foreign travel 
provides the opportunities for activities that you 
could never do at home. 


y did not consense on the Roundtable. In a dis- 
cussion with a group of Polish activists (and also as reported in 
the Western press) for the apathetic majority of Poles the 
Roundtable spectacle was simple TV viewing (“Just like [im- 
portant events in] the U.S.” said one.) 

The rest were evenly divided between supporters and haters 
of the Roundtable. Not only were the latter opposed to the 
compromise but also to Walesa’s despotic power and the un- 
democratic way opposition delegates were chosen to be at the 
Roundtable. (Walesa unilaterally acting as spokesperson for 
Polish workers is just that—an act; there is no such mandate. 
Unilateral decision-making has incensed other Solidarity ac- 
tivists— his totalitarian power is palpable.) 

All this leaves Solidarity schismed, and Poland’s future un- 
certain. Those powerful working class figures, like Andrej 
Gwiazda, who hold onto Solidarity’s original aims—no aus- 
terity, workers’ self-management—seem to pale in the face of 
the cult of Walesa, lust for privatization/profiteering, and oth- 
er controlling mechanisms. > 

In any case, the self-management/no austerity forces seem 
to be holding their own. But without worldwide cooperation 
among such forces, efforts in the end will be meaningless be- 
cause the enemy is internationalized. They who have a say in 


my backyard also have their boots on the necks of Venezuelan 
and Polish workers. And if the détente-from-below movement 
merely sticks to its concepts of peace and human rights (al- 
ready made abstractions and distractions by superpower poli- 
tics) without including social and economic spheres, it will be 
an irrelevancy. 

Austerity means more work to keep up and survive to make 
more profits for others. Nobody needs more work. One of Sol- 
idarity’s initial demands was for a shortened workweek. 

+ More work, more “‘progress’’/more ‘‘growth’’ means more 
savaging of the ecology, of ourselves, and the planet. 

Fuck it, there’s plenty to go around. But serious working 
class cooperation will be needed. It sounds utopian to dream 
of combative scenarios like coordinated general strikes in East, 
West and Third World. But it’s also the only thing that in the 
end will work. 

+ In the meantime, see you at the bar and ‘‘For your freedom 
and ours!’’ E 


FOOTNOTES 


* A popular U.S. science fiction TV show. 


t If you’d like to send things, put them in an envelope and put postage 
on it for West Germany (outside of U.S. send U.S. cash equivalent). 
Note on the envelope how you're sending it: Air Printed Matter, Sur- 
face Printed Matter, etc. Mail that envelope in another with a note say- 
ing “For GDR”’ and send to NENW c/o On Gogol Boulevard, 161 
First Ave. #62, New York, NY 10003, USA. 


ł While trade unions and groups like the Polish Socialist Party were 
outlawed, the government allowed pro-capitalist organizations to of- 
ficially register as legal groups. One-is the Industrial Association 
whose objective is ““to foster the private sector and promote the cause 
of a market-oriented economy.” 

Another is the Economic Society whose goal is ““to advise Polish 
businessmen, for an initial fee and a share in the profits, on how to 
launch private enterprises and operate in a free-market economy.” 

Quotes are fróm descriptions of these groups in Help and Action 
Newsletter. 


Political Black Holes, 
Glasnost and Peace 


How the emerging “neither east nor w 
movements are offering a new political paradigm 


-= A version of the first section of this article originally appeared. 
in Downtown's “Left Field” column edited by Tom Ward. 


By ‘b’OB McGLYNN 


N A pamphlet I once wrote denouncing the U.S. “peace” 
movement and “left” for refusing to unite with anti-war op- 
positions in the Soviet Bloc, I said: 


There's a rather depressing absolutist theory which 
holds that Soviet-type societies are modern day mimics of 
the centralized state ‘‘Asiatic Mode of Production” 
(AMP), such as ancient Egypt, Mesopotamia, India... 
characterized by despotic relations, state ownership and 
control of production with a hierarchically regimented 
social life organized around large scale technological 
projects, (Marx discussed the AMP somewhat, but many 
of his supposed followers bury the embarrassing topic for 
obvious reasons. Although Tsarist Russia was semi- 
AMP, Soviet ideologists under Stalin dealt with the prob- 
lem by saying the AMP never existed — isn’t history 
easy!). Or else are undefinable ‘‘state formations’’—little 
understood surreal entities—but sharing the characteris- 
tics of the former: imploded black holes, with no exit, no 
room or circuitry channel for free play, a never ending 
collapse of resistance —free dominance and submission, 
no dimensionality, impossible to peer into or get a fix on, 
uni-charged magnets with only a negative pole enforcing 
internal orbiting and collapsing, vortexing and drowning 
around a central all-powerful core, with no positive off- 
setting power; or stagnant zero-dimensions with no inter- 
nal dynamics whatsoever, entities without the space for 
time to tick or the time for space to unfold in, flat un- 
changing landscapes weighted with the gravity of state in- 
ertia and absolutism. Catatonically sad dead ends. No di- 
alectic. Citizens of these “‘societies’’ are seen as unmov- 
ing, strapped for lifetimes to cold steel tables with the 

boot of the state on their throats —HELP! 


Dialectical Detonations 


Fortunately — in the sense of total totalitarian control in an 
absolute continuum — it ain't so.' The Soviet bloc has been in 
fact riddled with dialectical detonations and massive explosions 
of will: Kronstadt, Hungarian Revolution, Solidarność, nation- 
alist uprisings in the Russian empire, Afghanistan War, etc. In 
between and concurrently has been the relatively quiet day-to- 
day activities of traditional human rights dissidents and the 
”80s-born new social movements — initiatives around ecology, 
peace, counter-culture, gay rights, labor activism, and more. 

Another phenomenon of the 80s, much of it facilitated by the 
East European Cultural Foundation in London, is the first-time 
collaboration among oppositionists throughout Eastern Europe 
and the USSR in the form of joint statements/communiqués 
(such as against forced military conscription), coordinated dem- 
onstrations (for freedom in Rumania for instance) as well as 
joint meetings, conferences and organizations (Polish-Czecho- 
slovak Solidarity group). 

The emergence of “‘glasnost’’ in the Soviet Union with its 
“freedom” relative to Soviet past has brought the emergence of 
tens of thousands of what are called ‘‘clubs’’ or informal 


groups, (“‘neformalny’’). Now along with traditional dissidents 
(who tend to favor the West), social-democratic sorts, and fas- 
cistic groups (the large and influential “Pamyat,” meaning 
““memory,”” insultingly referred to as ‘‘National Bolsheviks”), 
are large formations of those who explicitly refer to themselves 
as being New Left and Greens (Popular Front for Perestroika, 
Estonian Green Movement, and so on). : 

While the politics of free movements in the Soviet bloc are a 
mixed bag—as they are in the West and Third World—one finds 
a healthy dose of libertarian socialist/anarchist/Green/counter- 
culture and workers’ self-management type orientations. What 
unifies all of these movements, save the fascistic sorts and ultra- 
right nationalists, is the demand to “breathe free” i.e., basic 
freedoms and human rights. 

This decade has also witnessed another first: ongoing solidari- 
ty among some alternative and antinuclear forces in the West 
with like-minded groups in the East. This ““peace portal” (and 
true internationalism) was sparked by the emergence in the ’80s 
of Soviet bloc peace groups seeking to unite with Westerners (the 
USSR’s Trust Group, Poland’s Freedom and Peace (WiP), 
Hungary’s Dialogue). Another contributing factor was the dia- 
logue developed between Western disarmament groups like Eu- 
ropean Nuclear Disarmament and traditional Eastern opposi- 
tions such as Czechoslovakia’s Charter 77.? 

Of critical importance to world revolutionary change is this 
recent addition to the planet’s circuitry: internationally coordi- 
nated political resistance—the Soviet bloc movements with sis- 
ter movements in the West—rejecting both power blocs. Before 
we get to how this is happening and what paths to pursue to fur- 
ther it, let’s look at this ‘‘glasnost”’ stuff. 


Glas-noose? 


To the Westerner glasnost basically means limiting bureaucra- 
cy, freeing prisoners, limiting censorship, liberalizing travel re- 
strictions, etc. This is good as far asit goes. (Repression, though, 
remains chronic in the USSR and has recently gotten worse.) 
Only your chauvinistic Western leftoid cretin sleeping without 
fear at night can dismiss the emergence of some simple freedoms 
as being secondary, of no import, or reactionary. What victories 
in the freedom sphere that have been won have been paid for 
dearly and bloodily by the Soviet resistance. 

But there is much more at work here; namely new Soviet class 
formation and the need of the Gorbachev sector of the Soviet 
ruling class to rule more effectively, efficiently, profitably (for 
their gain) and to remain on the scene as a world power. 

_ On the positive side is the “‘revolution from below” of restive 
mid-layer “professional proletarians’’ demanding elbow room, 
who were not on the scene in 1917. Soviet society is now generally 
literate and educated. You cannot straitjacket your technical in- 
telligentsia, economists, academia, researchers, artists, writers, 
lower level managers, etc. and expect-much out of them. Free- 
dom of creativity, communication, information, movement, ac- 
tivity, and ideas are all essential for these workers (the advantage 
lower level strata make of this is, of course, all the more impor- 
tant). The growth of this sector of labor must at some point 


~ burst through the confines of bureauratic structures or suffo- 


cate, bringing stagnation and decay. (Especially when they have 
more access to information-age tools: computers, fax machines 

. not compatible with Big Brother.) Here one can find an in- 
terpretation of Marx’s “‘relations of production vs. forces of 
production” conflict mischievously at work.? 

The more powerful aspect of glasnost though is the down 
side. The Gorbachev gang has made a conscious decision to 
warp out of the Soviet political/economic black hole by ‘‘re- 
structuring”’ and joining the Western economic (dis)order, in or- 
der to engage and compete in the ‘‘information age.” The Soviet 
party leaders must do this if they wish to remain both a world 
power and in power. When a decision in the West can be made in 
a split second by a computer, or with the ease of placing an order 
over the phone, the Soviet method of making the same decision 
can take weeks or months filtering through the catacombs of So- 
viet bureaucracies and ministries, always under the watchful eye 
pf the KGB. Obviously in the game of power and capital accu- 
mulation the USSR can’t rate; they can’t compete. They’ve got 
to.adapt to the Western game: by freeing Soviet capital from in- 
ternal bureaucracy; allowing Soviet bosses access to outside 
markets (including issuing Soviet bonds and securities in the 
U.S.!); allowing joint ventures and the penetration of outside 
capital; and most importantly, the increased looting of Soviet 
workers. 

(None of this means the USSR is going capitalist out of a non- 
existent ‘‘Socialist’’ phase. However you define the USSR, 
what's important is that while the style of rule and exploitation is 
changing, the rule and exploitation remain—albeit ona stronger 
more “‘efficient’’ basis. At least that’s what the Gorbachevisis 
hope.) 


Austerity; A Common Enemy 


So now we get to the heart of it. Who’s paying for Soviet re- 
structuring? The traditional blue-collars, of course, through 
productivity drives and unemployment. (Sound familiar?) Sovi- 
et and other East bloc restructuring has joined the West and 
Third World in the counterrevolution against gains made by 
workers. All economic change is now being done on the backs of 
workers, the poor, the starving. 

But this looting of the producers has its dialectic—East, West, 
and Third World workers now have a united enemy: the plane- 
tary work machine and austerity enforced by Western capital 
and bankers with ““socialist”” ruling classes only too happy to 
join in.‘ The bankers imposing austerity on U.S. cities can liter- 
ally be the same gang imposing similar poverty in Poland and 
Venezuela. Socialist countries also impose their own autono- 
mous austerity. The debt crisis may also seep into the USSR; 
they are borrowing like crazy. Debt to the West has already 
strangled Poland, Rumania, Hungary, and Yugoslavia. The 
face of the IMF/World Bank is fully internationalized; its boot is 
everywhere.’ 

Labor activists have now begun to speak of coordinated activ- 
ity across borders. But this is a mammoth and strategic goal that 
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will take time and plenty of doing. So let's get back to what ef- 


forts are already underway in the “neither East nor West” sche- 
ma. 


“If a vast trade union movement led by the Polish Left is 
able to refuse those sacrifices [austerity] we will be able to im- 
pose a social self-management reform instead of the authori- 
tarian neo-liberal one. A// this should be led in cooperation 


with democratic, libertarian and leftist movements all over the 
world and especially inside the Eastern bloc.” 

[Emphasis added. ] 
* by Piotr [konowicz in 


From “On the Polish Socialist Party’ 
Here and Now #7 & R 


Blowing Away the Borders 


The birth of Solidarnosé provided the first mass opportunity 


for labor around the world to connect with labor in the East. - 


This has been a one-sided process though, with non-Soviet 
sphere labor acting as supporters of embattled Polish workers. 
The same can be seen with new social movements in the Westin 
their relations with counterparts in the East (independent peace, 
ecology, and other groups): Westerners by and large have acted 
as supporters, forming picket lines at Soviet consulates demand- 
ing the release of anti-war prisoners, distributing petitions about 
the same, and providing an umbrella of protection for Eastern- 
ers by visiting them and bringing information, supplies, etc.* 

Joint conferences and meetings have been held —sometimes 
in the East, some repressed, some not—by this milieu. Networks 
have been formed and joint documents signed. The more re- 
pressive conditions of the East necessitated this mostly one-way 
street. But there have been many other bright spots: Easterners 
protesting NATO initiatives or joint East-West documents cri- 
tiquing both blocs, and calls for an end to forced conscription 
everywhere, for example. Eastern exiles and oppositionists al- 
lowed to travel have participated as equals in some Western dis- 
armament and ecology demonstrations and conferences. One 
well-publicized document, circulated by the New York City- 
based Campaign for Peace and Democracy East and West and 
signed by people from the East, West and Third World (the latter 
as yet not in on ““détente from below” doings—a problem to be 
dealt with) condemned U.S. policy in Nicaragua along with So- 
viet imperial activities. 

Some of the most promising activity—although as yet small- 
scale—is the qualitatively important work done by Neither East 
Nor West-NYC (NENW). NENW got statements from Po- 
land’s Gdansk chapter of Freedom and Peace (WiP) and the 
Movement for an Alternative Society, plus Ukraine’s Lviv Trust 


Leaflet handed out by l. oSWIADG 
Poland's Freedom and Peace, Ez 
and the Movement for an JJ ........ ........ pa 
Alternative Soceity at the 

U.S. Consulate in Krakow 
in solidarity with U.S. anti- 
Pentagon protest. 


awiasku a blokada Pentagonu, 


Zaplanowano, na dzjeń 


Pentagon protest. 


Denouncing both blocs at October 17, 1988, anti- 

Pentagon protest. 
Group, supporting a blockade at the Pentagon on October 17, 
1988, protesting U.S. policy in Central America. In Poland some 
of the statement signers simultaneously picketed the U.S. con- 
sulate in Krakow. NENW and those Easterners also brought de- 
mands against Soviet imperialism into their protests. NENW 
and Moscow’s Free Initiative group are jointly campaigning for 


political prisoners in both the U.S. and USSR. NENW facilitat- 


FROM TOMPHINS SQUARE TO GDANSK $ 


ed getting Poland’s WiP to organize petition campaigns against 
a proposed ban of bikes in mid-town Manhattan, a repressive 
anti-postering ordinance in NYC, and acquired from them soli- 


darity greetings to the NYC Tompkins Square Park protesters. — 


WiP has petitioned for Jerry Wade, a Tompkins Square protest 
leader facing multiple inciting to riot charges. NYC bike messen- 
gers, posterists, and Tompkins Square activists responded by or- 


Burning U.S. and USSR flags at October 17, 1988, antl- 


ganizing protests-for WiP conscientious objectors in prison 
(many of whom were freed) and for the right of WiP activists to 
receive passports to travel (denied). 


Roads To Gdansk, Detroit, La Paz...? 


The above examples of reciprocal solidarity certainly don’t 
make for a global general strike, but they are the beginnings of 
revolutionary ruptures in that they decouple and free political 
activism from the trap of taking sides in the U.S. vs. USSR 
game. The human bonding and moral weight of such initiatives 
cannot be underestimated. And that is a primary basis for any 
future global campaign against austerity and work, with its at- 
tendant human and ecological decay. E 


Svetlana Barbash 


0 


To NYC Sanitation Commissioner Brendon Sexton: 
We know from a reliable source about a harassment against 
people who stick up flyers on lampposts. We know of the case 
of Bob Z, propagator of alternative culture who’s been fined 
huge sums of money for putting up posters with information 
about concerts. Using lampposts for that purpose isa common 
f way of people who have no money. We demand cancellation of 
fines on Bob Z as we think that this way of distributing infor- 
mation should be a free form of expression. 


This was followed by many signatures of Freedom and 
Peace (WiP) and other Polish activists. 


One WiP activist who petitioned for Bob Z, Grzegorz Kmi- 
ta, received a form letter from the NYC in return. According to 
Grzegorz: ‘‘Pay attention to the last passage of it: “Thank you 
for bringing this matter to my attention. I hope you will contin- 
ue to work with us for a cleaner New York.’ I protest against 
putting a fine on Bob Z, and they hope my greatest dream is a 
cleaner New York! Are they stupid or what? Shit, up to now I 
have thought only Communists can be so fucking stupid, but 
now Í see that all people in authority, police, etc., are equally as 
stupid as reds.” 


Bob Z goin’ wacko over the hundreds of summonses 
he keeps getting. i : 


Gosia Tarasiewicz of 

Poland’ 
wearing Free Speech con fe 
antl-postering law in NYC. 


om and Peace 
rt Protesting repressive 


York Direct 
nsulate by New Yo 

Picket at NYC Polish Co Anarchist Swit chboard and 

: 


rrespondence, 
acions East Nor West, demanding freedom of travel 


for Poles. 


986 anti-nuclear action, Moscow. Members of Moscow Trust Group. 
UK Trustbullders and New York Trust Group are busted for leaflettin 


FOOTNOTES 


‘Tronically, both right and left would have us believe that Soviet-type 
societies are stable monoliths; their definitions are mirror image mys- 
tifications. Rightists complain that in ““communist” countries change 
is impossible, Big Brother is in total control, the only way to change 
these clockwork societies is by nuking them. The partyoid left says the 
same thing, but ina positive light: the party is in control, things are sta- 
ble, change is unnecessary and impossible since everyone in general is 
satisfied, only nukes can upset this. (Recent events, of course, have 
made many of the “left”? change their tune a bit.) Some of this ‘‘left’’ 
may now agree that an unthawing is needed, but where were they when 
the East bloc was frozen? 


This road is not always smooth, particularly because of the way most 
mainstream ‘‘peace’’ groups (but not some smaller radical groups, es- 
pecially anarchists), collaborate with the Soviet bloc states by working 
with their fraudulent propaganda-arm ‘‘Peace Councils.”’ In the sum- 
mer of 1988 Soviet anti-war activists with the Trust Group and other 
dissidents denounced European Nuclear Disarmament because of this 
collaboration, and broke relations with them. 


This relative increase in freedom for the Soviet intelligentsia is also 
“freedom” for the penetration of Western capitalism. According to 
the Journal of Commerce, Dec. 9, 1988: ““Somewhat easier access and 
freedom of movement within the Soviet economy must be accorded so 
that [Western] firms can find meaningful opportunities. ..without en- 
cumbrances experienced in the past. These include arranging plant vis- 
its, quick visa and travel arrangements, direct communications....”” 


‘Tf the struggle against austerity is seen as more work, more jobs, 
more highways, industries and “growth,” it will be self-defeating. The 
ecology and human spirit can’t take more work. Seizing and redistrib- 
uting wealth from ruling classes can be completely compatible with re- 
duced work weeks and an end to ecocidal productivism and growth. In 
fact, austerity equals more work as we are squeezed for more profit. 
I’m also not suggesting here that planetary struggle only be around 
austerity issues, or only in the realm of classic working class activity. 
Ecological, militarist, and other problems also cross borders—with a 
vengeance. One good example is the relatively large struggle of Hun- 
garian, Austrian, and Czechoslovakian activists against their govern- 
ments’ participation in the Danube Dam project in Hungary—an eco- 
cidal disaster that would ruin one of the world’s most beautiful rivers. 


‘The IMF/ World Bank meeting in West Germany in September 1988 
provided an interesting example of capitalist/communist collusion. 
Because West Berlin hotels were overflowing with the bank boys, East 
Germany (GDR) offered their hotel space (ever on the prowl for hard 
currency). The IMF/World Bank and the GDR had another agree- 
ment: no demonstrations. Nevertheless, GDR activists organized 
some anti-bank actions. 


‘Much of this activism works and has been highly successful. One 3 


campaign after another has seen the release of prisoners. Support 
from the West has meant Eastern groups have been allowed to survive 
without complete repression. 
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regime, the workers’ struggle was sabotaged by the rivalries of 
trade union and political leaders. 

The General Confederation of Workers(ACA), was founded 
in 1928. It defended the following slogan: ‘‘Against political 
parties, united on an economic and syndicalist basis.” In 1931, 
several independent trade unions federated with ACA to form 
the Confederation of United Trade Unions—ZZZ (Konfedra- 
cja Zjednoczonych Zwiazkow Zawodowych). The ZZZ con- 
federation was certainly not in its entirety a revolutionary syn- 
dicalist union, however, the syndicalists of ACA became, little 
by little, a decisive force. In 1937, the confederation ZZZ had 
130,000 members, to which one must add the numerous strike 
supporters who weren’t members. According to John Ander- 
son, ZZZ would have certainly joined the AIT if the war had- 
n’t broken out. (Note: To learn more about revolutionary so- 
cialism in Poland between the two world wars, see le monde 
libertaire no. 714, June 30/88.) 


The years 1939-45 


In spite of the bloody repression of the two occupying pow- 
ers, USSR and Nazi Germany, the trade unions pursued their 
action in founding the Union of Polish Syndicates (ZSP— 
Zwiasek Syndykatow Polskich). ZSP edited Akcja (Action), 
Sprawa (The Cause), Czyn (The Deed), Sprawa Chlopska 
(The Peasants’ Cause), and Myst Mlodych (The Thoughts of 
Truth). ZSP was in opposition at the time to the government- 
in-exile in London and against the Polish Workers’ Party 
(PPR), which would, after the war, serve as a base for the 
Communists to take power. ZSP formed its own armed organ- 
ization, which notably took part in the 1944 Warsaw insurrec- 
tion. 

It is, however, señal to note that in itself, the Polish anar- 
cho-syndicalist movement was not powerful, and that one 
should not compareit to the analogous movements of Europe 
and the West, either on a theoretical or practical level. 


Edward Atramowsia 


One can, however, have a different outlook on the question 
in the context of the revolution of 1980, but this is already to 
speak of the contemporary anarchist movement on which the 
ideas of Edward Abramowski exercised an important influ- 
ence. 

Regarding the method of struggle against the state, his 
thought put a particular emphasis on non-violence. In 1894, 
during the creation of the Polish Socialist Party (PPS), Abra- 
mowski again expressed his views on the use of violence in the 
establishment of the dictatorship of the proletariat. But soon 
his position evolved to bring him closer to anarchism. His idea 
was to replace the oppressive institutions of the state with free 
associations. Because, according to Abramowski, the open 
and violent revolution preached by the Marxists must lead to 
the dictatorship of a minority, he proposed the boycott of offi- 
cial structures. This strategy required an internal personal 
transformation, a renewal of the desire for liberty, a rupture 


with servility and self-contempt imprinted in the nature of hu- 


manity by the yoke of the state. The same dictatorial germ is 
carried by the activists and revolutionary partisans of state so- 
cialism, those Robespierres of the 20th century. Abramowski 
did not limit himself to an individualist analysis of society. He 
wanted to put into practice a world of free men and women, 
living without a state, freely associated in cooperatives, associ- 
ations, communes, satisfying their spiritual and material 
needs. 

“To deny the state,” wrote Abramowski, “is to deny all the 
social needs which require the state and of which the state takes 
charge.” Abramowski expressed his thoughts in The State and 
The Law, The Social Idea of Co-operation, Socialism and The 
State, Ethics and Revolution and Contribution to the Critique 
of Contemporary Socialism. Abramowski died in 1918, on the 
eve of the creation of an independent Polish state. His ideas 
were very popular among social militants between the two 
wars. 


Anarchism after the war 


After the war anarchism had been almost annihilated by the 
crushing Stalinist repression. However, a group appears to 
have existed at the end of the ’40s, particularly composed of 
militants of Jewish origin. One can also speak of anarchism in 
reference to the revolutions of 1956, 1968 or 1970, but, at best, 
only in individual forms. The ideas of Abramowski, though 
still alive, hardly had any influence among the intellectual mi- 
lieus such as the Committee for Defense of the Workers— 
KOR — created in June 1976. From 1945-80, anarchism, in 
fact, never left the counter-culture milieus from which it finally 
reappeared. 


The revolution of 1980 


The revolution of August, 1980, had a catalyzing impact. 
This was particularly so in the student milieu, which had taken 


. Steps to renew Polish anarchism. These attempts did not have 


an exclusively intellectual character: clubs of anarchist 
thought were founded, of which the most famous was the self- 
taught anarchist Sigma Club, of Warsaw University. The ideas 
of professor Leszek Nowak had acquired a growing populari- 
ty. A part of the student movement had been influenced by an- 
archism, in particular the NZS (Independent Student Union). 

From August 1980 to December 1981, the independent and 
self-managed union, NSZZ Solidarność, enjoyed a period of 
legal existence. With difficulty, one can go so far as to consider 
this union anarcho-syndicalist, but then only at the level of cer- 
tain of its practices. There was only its tendency towards the 
general strike, its federalist organization, and its spontaneity, 
which brought Solidarność closer to the ideas of unions like 


- ZZZ. The known union militants were influenced by anarchist 


ideas. According to B. Borusewicz, leader of Solidarność in 
Gdanisk, the idea of constructing a parallel society and even the 
ideas of Edward Abramowski had exercised a large influence 
on Bujak, the leader of Warsaw Solidarność. But soon “‘right- 


E 


ist” tendencies developed in the unions, their structures rigidi- 
fied, and centralization developed within it. The military coup 
d’état of December 13, 1981 put an end to the open activity o 
the union, the clubs, the organization. The street became a 
theater of truly pitched battles, which declined with time. 


The renewal 


It was in this context that in July 1983, the Movement for an 
Alternative Society (RSA) was created. In its journal, Homek, 
RSA published a severe critique of the ‘‘self-limiting revolu- 
tion.” RSA engaged in struggle against military institutions, 
calling for a civil service, in the context of a call for the total 
abolition of the army. It argued for the necessity to radicalize 
methods of struggle as much as possible within the limits of 
non-violence. With Leszek Nowak, RSA declared, “All power 
is bad in so far as it is the possessor of a monopoly of force. Itis 
necessary to abolish power and construct a social organization 
outside the state, outside of all states, not only the communist 
state.” A follower of Leszek Nowak cleverly explained the ul- 
terior positions of RSA in writing: ““The only approach to free- 
dom offered to citizens of socialist countries is to anarchize so- 
ciety.” 


“To help remedy this situation we are volunteering to establish a data 
base on alternative movements (those that reject both East and West) 
in the Third and Fourth Worlds. 

To do so we’ll need the help of our readers and supporters. Please 


send us any contacts/information you have on the aforementioned 
movements. 


HE events in China call into question now more than ever the 
white, Eurocentric, and Northern-countries dominance of the 
détente from below cause. 3 

Some of that dominance is natural as superpower politicking 
emanates from the North. But that leaves no justification for leaving 
the Third World out of neither East nor West-type concerns. The dic- 
tatorships, economic exploitation, starvation and wars in the Third 
and Fourth (land based peoples, “Indians,” nomads, tribal peoples, 
etc.) Worlds are all directly attributable to policies planned in the 
U.S./West and the Soviet bloc. To neglect that is racist and criminal. 

China provides a perfect example of how U.S. foreign policy is dic- 
tated by purely geopolitical and economic considerations. That China 
is “communist” and a dictatorship makes no difference all of a sud- 
den when China is willing to support U.S. foreign policy and open its 
borders to Western capitalist penetration. One wonders if U.S. 
military equipment in China played a part in the murder of Chinese 
demonstrators. : 

So it’s high time now to start making links with the world outside of 
the U.S., Europe, and the USSR. 

Neither East Nor West/On Gogol Boulevard is often asked if we 
have contacts in China, North Korea, Cuba, etc., and also Third 
World countries of dependent capitalism. It’s hard to find these con- 


tacts—we have very few—we’re in touch with a couple of good groups 
in Nigeria. 


Also, our friends in The Axe/Association of Libertarian Socalists 
in Nigeria have senta request. They note theisolated existence of anar- 
chist/libertarian socialist individuals all over West Africa. To over- 
come this they would like to publish a regular paper. They need $500 
for starter costs. Interested in helping? Send us an SASE. Thanks. 


The new opposition 


In spite of the political domination of power, a sphere exists 
that is entirely beyond the control of the totalitarian state—the 
punk counter-culture. During concerts, one generally hears 
slogans pushed to their extremes: anti-militarism, pacifism, 
anarchism. The influence of anarchism is extended with the at- 
tendance at these concerts by more and more young people. 
RSA organized the distribution of leaflets against the army 
and war at the entrance to the concerts. During the period 
1983-85, it distributed —without exaggeration—several thou- 
sand leaflets. A number of sympathizers emerged who hoped 
to move beyond cultural resistance to a struggle in their daily 
lives. New groups of anarchists sprung up like mushrooms aft- 
er the rain: RSA in Poznan, RSA in Szczecin, The Independent 
Initiative of the Left Alternative in Warsaw, the group Jutro 
(Tomorrow) in Lódz, and others. Individually the anarchists 
had struggled or were still struggling inside Solidarnogé. 

Today the anarchist organizations that pursue autonomous 
actions are less numerous. After the crisis of RSA, numerous 
anarchists rejoined the movement Freedom and Peace (WiP— 
Wolność i Pokoj), which, up to the creation of MA; encom- 
passed the majority of anarchists. At the beginning of the 
movement, in 1986, only the Gdansk group of WiP took anar- 
chist positions—notably in the columns of its journal A Cap- 
pella (the A is circled!); the other groups have today rejoined it 
in their majority. While the principal objective of WiP has 
been conscientious objection — a law instituting civil service 
was proclaimed in the month of September 1988— the move- 
ment has also organized around a number of other struggles, 
in particular the ecology. WiP struggles against the death pen- 
alty and for freedom to travel abroad (‘‘a passport for every- 
one”” campaign). WiP doesn’t have an exclusively anarchist 
character, nor does it present itself as anarchist as a whole. 
And this is a good thing, because nothing is worse for anar- 
chism than to pickle in its own juice. The diversity of the com- 
ponents of WiP is a means for anarchists to relate their ideas to 
social practice. We refuse to condemn ourselves to an intellec- 
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tual dogmatism which has stifled more than one initiative. 
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: à 3 Yep, that's right. The staff of Poland’s @ Cappella zine has 
a a a E promised to translate this On Gogol Boulevard and publish a 
groups like the Orange Alternative of Wroclaw. E Perel een a eolond 


n socialist Wolfgang Templin (center with 
beard) after speaking this spring at NYC's Anarchist Switchboard. 


We need money to offset their costs though plus to get out of 
An Anarchist Federation: MA 35) our own hock — $1,000 worth. 
i i á People came through with donations for our last issue and 
We have created an anarchist Intercity network: MA (Mied- a Sf helped pull us out of most of our debt. Now we need help 


zymiastowka Anarchistyczna). MA constitutes an anarchist & i again. There ain't nothing like On Gogol Boulevard anywhere 
federation of which the goal is to ensure contact, to integrate a else — please keep it alive! 

and organize the diverse milieus of anarchists. Here is the text 
of our first leaflet, calling to the constitution of our federation: 

“One can struggle against the state by thought, by word, 
and even by passivity (boycott). One can struggle alone, but it 
is better to struggle together. It is for this reason that we pro- 
pose the creation of MA. We know we are numerous, but gen- 
erally we remain isolated from society, in the eyes of which we 
are fools and provocateurs, and from each other. This projects 
the image of us as dreamers and utopians, an image we often 
accept. By the exchange of thoughts, ideas and information on 
-our actions, the goal of the anarchist intercity, MA, is to help 
establish contacts between all groups, all individuals who want 
to vanquish the monopoly of the state and other large institu- 
tions over organizations and social life, over culture and the 
economy, and who want to create our own bonds, free fromall 
hierarchical limitations.” 

Thus, one can end this view of the history of Polish anar- 
chism. It is difficult to describe everything; certain recent hap- 
penings, such as the most recent wave of strikes, merit 2 pro- 
found analysis that I wouldn’t know how to begin. What is it 
to be an anarchist in Poland? ““It is to have a chance,” re- 
sponds Janusz. “‘It is to have a chance, by reason of our back- 
wardness, to be able to avoid the worst aspects of the capitalist 
countries, while returning from the worst route. The discredit- 
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structure was set up, and projects were 
planned. In particular, there is a project 
to radicalize the next Earth Day, a plan 


for a conference on independent poli- 


tics, and a project to support Greens in 
the Dine (Navajo) nation who are op- 
posing uranium mining and corporate 
development. There will be regional 
conferences, as well as a continental 
conference in Vermont in the spring of 
1990. 


The vision of 
the Left Greens 


The Left Greens are organizing for a 
social vision which is radically different 
from that held by most of the Left. They 
are ““Greens”” because they reject the 


‘technocratic statism of both the reform 


socialists and the Marxist-Leninists. 
They are ‘‘Left’’ because they reject 
capitalism and the capitalist market— 
unlike many Greens who are either pro- 
capitalist or indifferent to the question 
of capitalism vs. libertarian socialism. 
The Principles of the Left Green Net- 
work state: “Left Greens. . . believe that 
human liberation and ecological harmo- 
ny are inextricably connected.... We 
seek . . .a society in which each individu- 
alis free to reach his or her full potential; 
a free, egalitarian, nonhierarchical soci- 
ety of self-governing communities that 


- are humanly scaled, bioregionally inte- 


grated, and cooperatively confederated; 
a society that is a partner with the rest of 


nature?” 


Politically, ‘‘ʻour goal is base democ- 
ic policy is deter- 
ssemblies, such 


mined by com 

as town meetings. . 
of these community assemblies will co- 
ordinate public policy from below.”” 
Economically, “‘social wealth should be 
held in common and used cooperatively 
. . by individual and family enterprises. 
cooperatives, and decentralized public- 
ly-owned enterprises.. .. Confedera- 
tions of communities. . .and confedera- 
tions of regions would coordinate the 
economy from below....” 

This vision is rooted in the struggle of 
the oppressed for liberation. ‘“We stand 
with every struggle for human freedom, 
equality, and solidarity, for the libera- 
tion of women, people of color, gays 


and lesbians, working people, young 


people, old people, peoples dominated 
by foreign powers, and ordinary people 
in all walks of life who are weighed 
down by the institutions and culture of 
domination.” 

The Principles clearly oppose racism: 
““We support affirmative action. . .and 


every effort of racially oppressed groups 


to achieve community empowerment 
and self-determination.” This is signifi- 
cant since there are many Greens and 
other anti-authoritarians who oppose 
the idea of self-determination for Blacks 
or for oppressed nations. 

The Left Greens state clearly their 
support for women’s liberation, for 
“their basic reproductive rights as well 
as [for] their full participation in all 
realms of social life.” This is followed by 
a strong statement of support for gay 
and lesbian liberation and for sexual 
freedom: ‘‘. . lesbians and gay men are 
demanding not only their own freedom 
but that of all people, for as long as sexu- 


ality is not free, people are doomed to. 


thwart their most basic desires for love, 
pleasure, and creativity.” 

They declare their internationalism: 
“Left Greens. . .actively solidarize with 


.. Confederations 


~ Greens & Qs 


non-aligned peace, ecology, democracy, 
worker, feminist, anti-racist, and anti- 
imperialist movements in every country 
—East bloc, West bloc, Third World.... 
We practice critical solidarity with legiti- 
mate freedom struggles, although we 
may not agree with every tactic or pro- 
grammatic goal of such movements.”’ 

Without reprinting the whole docu- 
ment, let me say I find this vision im- 
‘mensely attractive. As a libertarian so- 
cialist and revolutionary anarchist, this 
is essentially what I am for. 


The need for 
organization 


I especially find it attractive that the 
Left Greens are for organizing for this 
vision, instead of letting it take care of it- 
self. They know that a vision is just 
words on paper without an organization 
to fight for it. According to the Call fora 
Left Green Network, ‘‘The U.S. Green 


movement has failed to live up to its 


promise. Often, the consensus-seeking 
process is abused to prevent debate on 
controversial questions, affirmation of 
majority positions and decisions to act 
on them. An equation of accountable 
structures with hierarchy is fostering an 
irresponsible revolving membership and 


a tyranny of structurelessness.... While — 


we favor the appropriate use of consen- 
sus process by tightly-knit local groups if 
they so choose, we oppose its abuse in 
newly-forming groups and in large, di- 
verse regional and national meetings.” 
Instead, the Call states, ‘“We will have 
a clearly defined membership with vot- 
ing rights, a realistic common commit- 
ment to finance the Left Green Net- 
work, and local, regional, national, and 
continental organizational forms based 
on a confederal system of association. 
We call for accountability at every level 
of organization... .’’ Left Green repre- 
sentatives are required to carry out the 
mandates of the membership. Left 
Greens will attempt to reach consensus, 


but if it cannot be done on any issue, the — 


majority will have the right to act while 
the minority may abstain and publicly 
dissent. They call this ‘“democratic de- 
centralism.”’ 


Electoralism: reform 
or revolution? 


It is not enough to have a vision and 


even an organization; it is necessary to 


have a strategy for using the organiza- 
tion to achieve the vision. My uncertain- 
ty about the Left Greens arises on the 
question of strategy. 

U.S. Greens oppose the Democratic 
and Republican Parties. In Vermont, the 
Left Greens have even run in opposition 
to the independent candidacies of pro- 
development “socialist”” Bernie Sanders 


and his allies. Their goal, similar to the 


European Greens, is to build an inde- 
pendent Green Party. The Green Party 
will run in and (hopefully) eventually 
win elections. 

In general, radicals have taken one of 
three basic strategic positions on elec- 
tions: 

1) By running in elections it will even- 
tually be possible to take over the exist- 
ing state and use it to change society. 
This is the reformist (or social-demo- 
cratic) position. It implies that the exist- 
ing capitalist-bureaucratic state is basic- 
ally good—or at least neutral—because 
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itican:be used for good ends. 

2) The existing state is so arranged 
that it can only serve the capitalist class. 
It cannot be used to create libertarian so- 
cialism. It must be overthrown. There- 
fore radicals should never run in elec- 
tions or take political office. To do so 
just misleads people. 

3) This position agrees that the state 
cannot be used to liberate oppressed hu- 
manity; it must be overthrown. But 
most people believe in elections; they fo- 
cus their political attention on them. 
Therefore it is sometimes useful to run 
or take office as a revolutionary plat- 
form. Revolutionaries may say, in ef- 
fect, “If elected, we do not promise to 


do a better job managing the state ma-. 


chine. We promise only to tell you the 
truth, to expose the politicians’ lies, and 
‘to use our positions to support the popu- 
lar struggle which alone can free us all.” 

Personally I believe in the third posi- 
tion, which I think is both revolutionary 
and flexible. However, I do not wish to 
argue for it here. Many people I respect 
advocate the second, rejectionist, posi- 
tion. The Left Greens are, however, for 
running in elections. Are they, then, for 
the first, reformist, approach or the 
third, revolutionary approach? 


As I write this, I only have the last 
drafts of the Call and the Principles be- 
fore me. I do not know what program- 
matic amendments were passed at the 
Ames conference. I certainly do not 
know how many Left Greens agree with 
all of these statements. Most likely many 
disagree with this or that aspect. So I 
cannot really say what most Left Greens 
think. I can only discuss what these two 
documents say, without knowing how 
representative they are. These docu- 
ments do not seem to take a clear stand 
on electoralism. I find these statements 
to be ambivalent and confusing. 

In a revolutionary way, the Principles 
declare, ‘‘Because this [libertarian] kind 
of society cannot, by its very nature, be 
legislated from the top down, Left 


Greens do not want to get elected into 


the existing power structure.” Under 
“Direct Action,” it says, ““Voting is not 
enough. Global corporations hold a pri- 
vate economic veto over public policy 
through threats of disinvestment. The 


‘bureaucratic and military structures of 


the state can veto radical legislative initi- 
atives through bureaucratic inertia and, 
as a last resort, military repression. 


Broad, popular direct action is thus. 


needed to counter private corporate 


power. ..and, ultimately, violent re-. 


pression by the military.” This is a good 
summary of the case against reformism. 

However, the Principles do not call 
for using electoral action to build the 
“broad, popular direct actions.” In- 
stead it seems to advocate using mass di- 
rect action to build the electoral party— 
which is exactly backward from a revo- 
lutionary perspective. “Left Greens help 
build independent direct action move- 
ments that can lay the basis for an inde- 
pendent electoral alternative. ... The 
Left Greens call for extending the extra- 
parliamentary movement into electoral/ 


legislative arenas. ...”? Whereas I be- 


lieve that electoral/legislative action is 
only justifiable if it helps to build the ex- 
tra-parliamentary movement. (More 
precisely, there is an interaction where 
each builds the other, but the ultimate 
goal is always building the ‘‘extra-parlia- 
mentary” forces.) 

- The strategy of the Principles is ““radi- 
cal municipalism.’’ By this it means tak- 
ing over town and city governments 
through elections, turning them into 
participatory-democratic communes, 
and using them to replace the capitalist 
state. “Left Greens. . .will run indepen- 
dent Green candidates in cities and 
towns, across the continent on a pro- 


gram of building up a popular counter- ` 


power based on movements from be- 


low, on democratizing municipalities, 


and on creating municipal confedera- 
tions that bring increasing political and 
economic power under community con- 
trol. . .to build up a dual power in socie- 
ty that can initially resist and ultimately 
replace nation-states and global corpo- 
rations.” 

Unlike centralizing reformists, the 
Principles do not seek to take over the 
national government by elections, turn- 
ingit into a cooperative commonwealth. 
But it does seek to take over the local 
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town, city (and state?) governments by 
elections, turning them into cooperative 
commonwealths. However, these are al- 
so parts of the capitalist-police-bureau- 
cratic state machine, and are no more re- 
formable than the national state. An 
elected Green government would have 
to run a city within the laws of the Unit- 
ed States and the local state; it would 
have to manage economically within the 
U.S. economy. All the arguments against 
national reformism stated above apply 
just as much to municipal reformism. 

I have been discussing the strategy of 
electoralism, but there is also a tactical 
question. Even if it makes sense eventu- 
ally to run in elections, should we do it 
now? Should we put our limited re- 
sources into the electoral arena at this 
time? Our resources are very limited; the 
big forces that might form the basis for a 
new party—labor, Blacks, students, etc. 
—are nowhere near breaking from the 
Democrats. And, unlike the West Ger- 
man Greens, we do not have propor- 
tional representation. It is very hard for 
a new party to establish itself in the U.S. 
The last time it was done was the Repub- 
lican Party of Lincoln—and the system 
quickly re-organized into a new two- 
party arrangement. Electoralism— of 
any sort—does not make much practical 
sense until an independent mass move- 
ment first comes into being (which was 
the case with Lincoln’s Republicans). 

The question of reformism also 
comes up when discussing the topic of 
violence. The Principles state, ‘‘Left 
Greens are committed to a strategy of 


nonviolent revolution, but we affirm the 


right of self-defense. . .. The inevitable 
instances of violence. ..are to be 
blamed on the structures of domination, 
not those who resist domination [my 
emphasis].” This is much better than the 
inflexible pacifism of many Greens (or 
the elitist ““armed struggle’ of secret mi- 
norities advocated by some Leninists). 
And I agree that we want a revolution 
which is as nonviolent and peaceful as 
possible. But as the Principles state, 
there will be “ultimately [attempted] vi- 
olent repression by the military,” not to 
mention the police, not to mention fas- 
cist Klan/Nazi/skinhead goon squads. 
The best way to keep violence to a mini- 


- mum, I firmly believe, is if the mass or- 


ganizations are prepared to defend 
themselves by ‘‘any means necessary”” 
(in Malcolm X’s phrase), including 
armed self-defense. This needs to be 
said. Nonviolent tactics are useful, but 
nonviolence alone can lead to defeat. 


The Left Greens and 
the working class 


The other problem I have with the 
documents I have seen is their down- 
playing the role of workers. (Again, I 
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Nuclear power plant in the Soviet Union. 


am looking at a limited set of state- 
ments, not what all Left Greens believe.) 
The Principles have sections on “Racial 
Equality,” ‘‘Ecofeminism,’’ Gay and 
Lesbian Liberation,” and other abso- 
lutely vital struggles, just as they should. 
But there is no section on workers, only 
a few short phrases. The only workplace 
issue mentioned is ‘‘shorter work- 
weeks.” There is no mention of union- 
busting, speed-up, workplace pollution, 


unemployment, loss of buying power, 
special oppression of women and Blacks 
and others on the job, the bureaucrati- 
zation of the unions — or the basic ina- 
bility to control the way most people 
spend most our lives. 

There is also a section on the ‘‘Coop- 
erative Commonwealth,’’ some of 
which I quoted already. It advocates 

‘. . .individual and family enterprises, 
cooperatives, and decentralized public- 
ly-owned enterprises. . .municipaliza- 
tion into community ownership and 
control. ...”° This sounds fine to me, 
but there is no mention of workplace de- 
mocracy, worker control of production, 
or. of worker-run cooperatives as one 
sort of democratic enterprise. 


Many Left Greens may see these lacks. - 


as oversights or accidents. But I suspect 
they reflect the influence of Murray 
Bookchin, a leading anarchist theoreti- 
cian of ““social ecology”? who is influen- 
tial among Left Greens (particularly in 
his home state of Vermont). I find much 
of his work to be valuable. But in many 
books he has fought against any sort of 
pro-worker approach. He has opposed 
both libertarian Marxism and anarcho- 
syndicalism for their working class ori- 
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entations. He has advocated ‘‘radical 
municipalism”” as an alternative to labor 
organizing. 

This is not the place for an extensive 
discussion of the role of the working 
class in the revolution. I certainly do not 
agree with sectarian Marxists or anar- 


cho-syndicalists who believe that the 


workers are the only or the only impor- 
tant force. I do believe that the workers 
are in some sense the key force in estab- 
lishing libertarian socialism — but I do 
not wish to argue here what this might 
mean. 

Let me propose a more modest posi- 
tion, one which many Left Greens and 
other anti-authoritarians can agree with: 
Workers, as workers, are one of the im- 
portant forces necessary for a Green 


(anarchist/ libertarian socialist) revolu- 
tion. They cannot be left out if it is to 


succeed. 

Some reasons for this view: Almost 
all of us (ecologists, women, youth, 
Blacks, Latins, Gays, etc.) are workers. 
A very large minority are industrial 
workers. A larger group are ““blue collar 
workers”” (including ‘‘pink collar’’ 
women workers). Most people are some 
sort of workers — we work for bosses 
who pay our incomes. Whatever our 
other concerns, we have special griev- 
ances as workers. These are related both 
to our paychecks (which condition 
much of our nonworking lives) and our 
day-to-day conditions of work (regard- 
less of our pay). 

Also, as workers we have enormous 
potential power. We have our hands on 
the means of production, distribution, 
transportation, and communication. If 
we realized it, we could stop society and 
Start it up again. (Talk about nonviolent 
power! But it could not succeed without 
defense against scabs and against armed 
attacks.) 

For these reasons and several others, 
it would be an enormous mistake for the 
Left Greens to ignore labor organizing. 
This can include strike support, support 
for union dissidents, on-the-job organ- 


izing, researching workplace pollution, 
industrial conversion plans, cooperating 
with unions on community projects, 
and so on. 

I have been told that some Left 
Greens believe this and will be working 
on labor issues. 


Conclusion: anarchists 
and Left Greens ~ 


The Call specifically appeals to ‘‘ele- 
ments. ..in the independent socialist 
and anarchist left,” among others. Rev- 
olutionary anarchists share the vision of 
the Left Greens. They are organizing for 
our goals. They are an important pa 
the growing anti-authoritarian move- 

‘Ment. Further, no one has all the an-. 


‘swers; there are things we can learn from 


the Left Greens. Therefore, I believe ~ 
that we should welcome the formation 
of the Left Green Network. Individual 
anarchists may consider joining it. 

However, the Left Green statements, 
as they have appeared in the past, have 
certain problems. There are implications 
of a kind of electoral reformism at the 
local level, an ignoring of the need for 
self-defense by the mass movement, and 
a downplaying of workers as a necessary 
part of a successful struggle. This is not 
what all Left Greens believe, but it is 
what was stated, at least at one point. 

Some of us have been arguing for a 
continental anarchist newspaper and an 
anarchist network. The forming of the’ 
Left Green Network makes this an even 
more vital need. The anti-authoritarian 
movement is growing. In a friendly, 
nonsectarian fashion, revolutionary an- 
-archists must be in dialogue with all 
parts of it. We must do what we can to. 
influence it to develop in our direc-. 
tion. 

x * * 

For copies of their documents and 
other information about the Left Green 
Network, write: PO Box 372, West Leb- 
anon, NH 03784. : 


A Look at Leninism, by Ron Taber, a former Leninist and 
Trotskyist thoroughly familiar with Lenin's writings. This book is 
written to convince the unconvinced rather than reassure thus 
who recognize the authoritarian character of Bolshevism. 


Order from the RSL: PO Box1288, New York, NY 10116 — Prices1=2: $3.50each 
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‘10 ormore: 2.00 each | 


~@Cachering 
San Francisco 
July 19 — July 25 


CONTACT: Bound Together Books 
1369 Haight St., SF, CA 94117 (415)431-8355 or 864-4674 


E \ 


Í 
Yy 


PEA Re a EEE T ITT POA ENN NE dde ls di a ae ea ee EEA AONE ELEF IO A E E TOII SE CENTIEN: AIN Y, 


Tle A E NA EEN NC is Br IA ao E 


Publicado por la Liga Socialista Revolucionaria 


Un Examen del Leninismo 


ANTORCH 


AS NN 


-15 de julio-14 de septiembre de 1989/50 < 


La Teoría del Conocimiento 
de Lenin — concluido 


Por RON TABER 


S ILA operación de un sentido es activa, ¿no 
es obvio que procesos tan complejos como 


el conocimiento y comprensión involucran activi- 
dad? Los científicos no solo recogen toda la infor- 
mación que se le presenta. Tienen que decidir cuál 
información es relevante. Al grado más amplio, 
esto involucra escoger el área específica la cual al- 
gún científico va a estudiar e investigar, o el 
programa dentro del área él/ella investigará. 
Más específico aun, al investigar un fenómeno 
específico, los científicos tienen que escoger un 
método de llevar a cabo la investigación, a decidir 
cuáles clases de experimentas van a llevar a cabo 
para recoger cuáles clases de información. Y aun 


cuando se han llevado a cabo y se ha recogido la 


información, la información recogida no sugiere, 
por sí misma, el concepto o teoría nuevo que expli- 
cará el fenómeno bajo investigación. 

A este punto, lo que se requiere es un salto in- 


- fuitivo, una conjectura inspirada, lo que plantea 


una nueva concepción, una nueva manera de con- 


cebir el problema, no importa qué improbable esa 


concepción parezca. Albert Einstein describió el 
proceso asi: — 
Para la creación de una teoría, la mera acu- 
mulación de fenómenos recordados núnca bas- 
ta — siempre hay que añardirse una invención 
libre de la mente humana que ataca el seno del 
asunto. (El Código Cósmico, por Heinz R. Pa- 
gels, p. 141.) 

Pues, la ciencia es un proceso social; involucra a 
mucha gente comunicándose los unos con los 
otros, en períodos largos de tiempo. Como tal, se 
sujeta a influencias sociales y culturales. Los cien- 
tíficos, así como el resto de nosotros, viven en so- 
ciedades de su tiempo y lugar. En la mayoría de los 
casos, ellos han sido miembros de clases sociales 
específicas, etc. Y ellos viven en, y hasta cierto 
punto, han sido creados por culturas específicas. 
Todas estas influencias afectan el conocimiento 
científico. 

Así pues, no es accidente que la física que emer- 
gió de la así llamada Revolución Copérnica tenía 
una concepción de un universo en términos mecá- 
nicos, como decir, un gran reloj que había creado 
y puesto en moción por un Creador el cual se sen- 
taba a ver como funcionaba el reloj en una simpli- 
cidad y regularidad maravillosa. Esta física parti- 
cular se desarrolló durante las primeras etapas del 
desarrollo del capitalismo, ello mismo basado en 
la creación y la utilización del diseños mecánicos. 
La sociedad, la tecnología y la ciencia fueron parte 
de un proceso social singular y complejo, cada 
uno de ellos creando los medios para el desarrollo 
de los otros. 

La concepción de la ciencia en ese período no 
reflejaba la naturaleza únicamente, esta concep- 
ción conceptualizaban la naturaleza en cierta for- 
ma. Tales conceptualizaciónes varían grandemen- 
te en tiempos diferentes. Ahora, las concepciones 
dominantes de la física ya no son mecánicas. 

De una forma específica, en la última parte del 
siglo 19, las explicaciones mecanísticas de los fenó- 
menos no eran suficientes para responder a los 
problemas que confrontaban a la física. Una 
nueva revolución tuvo lugar en la física que cam- 
bió completamente la forma en la cual los 
científicos veían al universo. Como resultado, las 
concepciones predominantes de la física actual 
son matemáticas. El espacio (Einstein le llamó 
tiempo-espacio) es concebido como una geome- 
tría (noeuclideano); la estructura del átomo como 
un arreglo de ecuaciones complejas matemáticas. 

El punto principal que estoy tratando de es- 
tablecer acá es que la mente, la conciencia huma- 
na, tomada individualmente así como colectiva- 
mente, es activa, no es pasiva. Busca investigar 
ciertas cosas en vez de otras. Ve ciertas cosas como 
más importantes, más relevantes que otras. In- 


- terpreta lo que ve; de hecho el hecho mismo de ver 


quiere decir interpretar. Como resultado, todo co- 
nocimiento tiene un grado de subjectividad queno 
puede ser eliminado. 

Esta es la razón por la cual gentes distintas ven 
las cosas distintas (ven una realidad ‘‘diferente’’). 
La gente vieja ve cosas distintas a la gente joven, 
los artistas tienden a ver cosas de una forma dife- 
rente a los científicos. La gente en la clase gober- 
nante ve la realidad distinta a la gente en la clase 
obrera. La gente cuyo objectivo en la vida es el de 
hacer dinero ve a la realidad a la de gente que vive 
por cierta causa. Ni menos, la gente de diferentes 
países y culturas ve una realidad distinta los unos a 
los otros. 

Los científicos, distinto a los artistas, tienen un 
acuerdo mútuo con respecto al método de deter- 
minar cuál teoría, qué interpretación es correcta. 
Esto es por medio de experimentación y otras for- 
mas de probar una teoría. Como resultado, la 
ciencia a menudo parece incluir o acercarse a co- 
nocimiento absoluto (al menos hasta que ocurrala 

«próxima revolución científica). Sin embargo, aun 
en la ciencia, el elemento subjetivo del conoci- 


‘miento, el efecto del hecho de que la mentees acti- ~ 
va, no es eliminado. 


Lenin acerca de la 
‘revolución en la ciencia” - 


Si la conciencia humana es activa de la forma 
en que yo lo he descrito, ¿qué quiere decir que el 
conocimiento “refleja” la realidad, tal como lo 
hace Lenin? Ni tanto. Obviamente, hay cierta 
conexión, cierta “correspondencia” entre reali- 
dad y conocimiento (si no hay, la raza humana ya 
se hubiera extinguido). Pero no es ciertamente 
una mera reflexión. Lenin pudo avanzar su pun- 
to de vista de que el conocimiento era una refle- 
xión simple de la realidad ya que el no entendía 
que la mente humana, individualmente y colecti- 
vamente, come conciencia en general y como 
ciencia, es activa. 

La concepción parcial y mecánica de Lenin de 
la conciencia humana o conocimiento (y su dog- 
matismo) es lo que lo hizo olvidar el significado 
de los desarrollos científicos que estaban sucedi- 
éndose en los mismos días en que estaba escri- 
biendo. Sí, él escribió un capítulo (Capítulo Cin- 
co) sobre la “revolución reciente en las ciencias 
naturales” en Materialismo y Empiriocriticismo. 
Pero Lenin niega que los desarrollos revolu- 
cionarios en las ciencias naturales de su tiempo de 
hecho representaban algún desafío a las concep- 
ciones científicas tradicionales. 


a AT 


Al contrario, él acusa a aquellos científicos 
que trataban de entender el significado y las 
implicaciones de estos nuevos desarrollos de 
fallar, cuando ellos filosofan, de vivir por lo que 
Lenin considera el ser el materialismo dialéctico 
actual que ellos practican cuando ellos funcionan 
como científicos. En otras palabras, Lenin los 
acusa de falta de nervios. 

Lenin básicamente creía que las respuestas fi- 
losóficas alos problemas con los cuales los físicos 
y otros cientíticos estaban luchando ya habían si- 
do dadas (por medio del materialismo dialécti- 
co), y que si los científicos separaban al ser tenta- 
dos por el idealismo y el ““fideismo”” todo 
funcionariá bien. Pero fue precisamente las con- 
cepciones tradicionales de la ciencia, incluyendo 
las de Lenin (y las de Frederick Engels), que no 
podían proveer respuestas satisfactorias a las in- 
terrogantes que se ponían por los recientes des- 
cubrimientos de los científicos. Como resultado, 
Lenin termina negando la existencia de la revolu- 
ción en las ciencias naturales la cual él clama estar 
discutiendo. 

¿Que Lenin no entendía lo que estaba dándose 
en la física en esos días se revela por medio de sus 
atentos a discutirlas concretamente. Considere- 
mos las siguientes dos oraciones: 

La ciencia natural buscaba en 1872 y en 1906, 
busca ahora, y está descubriendo—al menos va 
en camino—el átomo de la electricidad, el elec- 
trón, en el espacio tridimensional. La ciencia no 
niega que la sustancia que está investigando 
existe en espacio tridimensional y que, por lo 
tanto, las partículas de tal sustancia, aunque se- 
an tan pequeñas que no podemos verlas, tienen 
que existir “necesariamente” en este espacio 
tridimensional. (Materialismo y Empiriocriti- 
cismo, pp. 180-181.) 


Dejando por un lado la cuestión de la ““sustan- 
cia,” Lenin estaba equivocado con respecto a la 
cuestión de espacio tridimensional. Lenin se en- 
contraba escribiendo después de que Albert Ein- 
stein había escrito su artículo sobre la Teoría Espe- 
cial de la Relatividad (1905) la cual afirmaba la lo- 
calidad y la variabilidad del tiempo, así estableci- 
éndolo como cierto tipo de cuarta dimensión. (Lu- 
gares en el espacio — lo que Einstein le llamaba 
tiempo-espacio—son definidos matemáticamente 
por medio de cuatro números, tres representando 
las dimensiones tradicionales mas un cuarto repre- 
sentando el tiempo.) Ahora, los cosmólogos, los 
que investigan y especulan sobre la estructura últi- 
ma del universo, están pensando en términos de 
teorías que afirman que el universo tiene más de 
cuarto dimensiones. ¿Que tal, pues, 10? 

(¿Es injusto el condenar a Lenin por no estar al 
día acerca del desarrollo de la física de esos días, 


particularmente cuando la teoría de Einstein era 
muy poco conocida, sin aceptación y de nunguna 
manera aun no confirmada? Yo no lo creo. 
¿Quién le pidió a Lenin que escribiera un libro 
acerca de los problemas de la filosofía a la luz de la 
revolución científica que se estaba dando? Lenin 
se cuelga a sí mismo por mencionar el asunto.) 


Mach anticipa la física 
moderna 


No es un accidente que la persona con la cual 
Lenin se encuentra polemizando en las oraciones 
anteriores no es nada menos que Ernst Mach, a 
quien Einstein consideraba ser una de sus prime- 
ras influencias más grandes. Aunque no puedo 
tratarlo suficientemente en tan limitado espacio, 
vale la pena el ver al asunto de una forma más 
cercana. Esto es debido a que la cuestión a que 
Mach traía la atención se convertiría en una pre- 
ocupación fundamental de la física del siglo 20. 

En esta sección de su libro, Lenin discute la su- 
gerencia vacilante de Mach de que los físicos 
deberían cuestionar y quizás abandonar la con- 
cepción de Newton de tiempo y espacio absolu- 
tos: 

En la física moderna, él (Mach—RT) dice, la 
idea de Newton de tiempo y espacio absolutos 
prevalece (pp. 442-444), de tiempo y espacio 
como tal. Esta idea nos parece ‘‘a nosotros” sin 
sentido, Mach continúa. ... Pero en la prácti- 
ca, él dice, esta idea no hizo ningún daño y por 
lo tanto por mucho tiempo no fue criticada. 
(Materialismo y Empiriocriticismo, p. 179.) 

Para Lenin tal sugerencia es ““dánina” y debe 
serrefutada. ¿Porqué? Porqué el “punto de vista 
idealista de Mach de tiempo y espacio. . .abre las 
puertas para el fideismo. . . y seduce a Mach mis- 
mo a que deduzca conclusiones reaccionarias.”” 
(Materialismo y Empiriocriticismo, p. 179.) 

¿Cuales son estas conclusiones reaccionarias? 

Por instancia, en 1872, Mach escribió que 
“uno no tiene que concebir los elementos 
químicos en un espacio de tres dimensiones.” 
(Erhaltung der Arbeit, S. 29, repetido en S. 55.) 

El hacer asi sería ““imponer una restricción 
sobre nosotros mismos. No hay más necesidad 
de pensar en lo que es mero pensamiento (das 
bloss Gedachte) espacialmente, es decir, en re- 
lación a lo visible y tangible, dela necesidad que 
hay de pensar en ello en un tono definitivo.” 
(27) “La razon por la cual una teoría satisfacto- 
ria de la electricidad todavía no ha sido estable- 
cida es quizás debido a que invariablemente he- 
mos querido explicar los fenómenos de la elec- 


(Continúa en la próxima página) 
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(Continúa de la previa página) 
tricidad en términos de procesos moleculares en 
un espacio tridimensional.” (30). (Materialis- 
mo y Empiriocriticismo, p. 179.) 
Para Lenin esto es absurdo. 


El argumento del punto de vista del machis- 
mo directo el cual Mach abogaba 
explícitamente en 1872 es completamente indis- 
putable: si las moleculas, los átomos, en una 
palabra, los elementos químicos, no pueden ser 
percibidos, ellos son el ““mero pensamiento” 
(das bloss Gedachte). De ser así, y si espacio y 
tiempo no poseen una realidad objetiva, jelloes 
claro que no es esencial el pensar en términos de 
átomos espacialmente! Dejemos que la física y 
la química ‘‘se restrijan”? a un espacio tridimen- 
sional en el cual la materia se mueve; ¡Para la 
explicación de la electricidad, sin embargo, 
podríamos buscar sus elementos en un espacio 
que no es tridimensional! (Materialismo y Em- 
piriocriticismo, p. 180.) 

De hecho, sin importar la raíz de su punto de 
vista, la sugerencia de Mach (recuérdese que él 
escribe ‘‘quizas’’) de que los científicos no se 
restrinjan a las concepciones tradicionales de 
Newton de espacio y tiempo era profundamente 
profética. Ahora, es un principio fundamental 
de la física. La teoría de la relatividad, la cual 
plantea el tiempo como algo de una cuarta di- 

_ mension, era, tal como lo hemos dicho, directa- 
mente influída por Mach. En la mecánica cuánti- 
ca sus formas recientes (electromecánica cuánti- 
ca, cromomecánica cuántica) los átomos y sus 
partes constituyentes no pueden ser concebidos 
espacialmente, el tiempo es reversible y la lógica 
tradicional no se aplica. ¿Qué diría Lenin? 


Lenin encegado por sus 
preconcepciones 


El punto no es que la filosofía de Mach es 
correcta y la de Lenin es incorrecta. El punto es 1) 
Lenin no estaba conciente dela naturaleza verda- 
dera de ““la revolución en la ciencia natural” dela 
cual él estaba escribiendo y que tanto le 
concernía a la gente en contra de la cual él estaba 
polemizando. 2) Aun más importante, Lenin 
permitía que sus preconcepciones filosóficas le 
previnieran de aun considerar, no se diga acep- 
tar, una idea que se convertiría en un principio 
fundamental de la física de este siglo. Debido a 
que en el punto de vista de Lenin, el punto de vis- 
ta de Mach “‘abre la puerta para el fideismo”” y 
“seduce a Mach mismo a que elabore conclu- 


siones reaccionarias,’’ Lenin condena totalmen- 


te la sugerencia de Mach de que los científicos 
“no serestrinjan” a la visión tradicional de espa- 
cio y tiempo y se niega a aun considerar que la re- 
alidad pueda tener más de tres dimensiones. 

Yo pienso que este es el germen del atento a 
usar la ideología para decirle a los científicos qué 
hacer y cómo pensar lo cual correría por toda 
Rusia bajo Joseph Stalin (con el castigo que re- 
sultó, incluyendo la ejecución de los científicos 
que se negaban a obedecer). Si una teoría, pro- 
posición o asunción no es consistente con (lacon- 
cepción de alguien de) materialismo dialéctico y 
si conduce a ““conclusiones reaccionarias”” es al- 
go incorrecto a priori y ni siquiera puede ser con- 
siderado. En el nombre de la ciencia, la ideología 
se levanta por encima de la ciencia y presume el 
dictárselo. 

Si Lenin trató de decirle a los científicos cómo 
pensar y qué hacer o no no esrelevante. Lo que es 
relevante es que cuando un partido con la con- 

-cepción de Lenin de filosofía y ciencia llega al po- 


- der, es muy probable que alguien en ese partido, 


tarde o temprano, tratará de decirle a los 


científicos cómo pensar y qué hacer. 

Pero el comentario de Lenin de que la realidad 
únicamente tiene tres dimensiones implica más 
que ignorancia y (¿podría decirlo?) arrogancia. 
Ello implica cierta concepción acerca de la rela- 
ción entre el conocimiento y la verdad, teoría y 
realidad. 

Esta es una tendencia a la cual me gustaría lla- 
marle ““hipostatización de la teoría.” Por medio 
de esta gran palabra (apenas puedo pronun- 
ciarla) yo quiero decir una tendencia a creer que 
la teoría, los conceptos, son más real, tienen más 
sustancia, que la realidad que ellos pretenden 
explicar. 

Esto es lo contrario de la tendencia de Mach. 
Mach concebía los conceptos científicos y las 
teorías como ‘‘mero pensamiento,” como cierto 
tipo de conveniencia, formas en que la mente hu- 
mana organiza las sensaciones o la información; 
la cuestión de si ellas son verdaderas o no, en el 
sentido tradicional de la palabra, era irrelevante. 
La única pregunta significante que hay que pre- 
guntar es— ¿Es que una cierta teoría organiza la 
información convenientemente? O, de una for- 
ma negativa, ¿hay algo de la información que se 
sale fuera de los confines de la teoría? Esto es 
cierto tipo de denigración de la teoría, una nega- 
ción de la realidad o verdad de la teoría. 

En contraste a esto, Lenin tiende a darle a la 
teoría una verdad o una sustancialidad que es 
más grande de lo que se le puede atribuir. Una 
vez que alguna teoría o concepto ha sido proba- 
do como correcto, de acuerdo a Lenin, posee 
más verdad que la realidad que pretende descri- 
bir. 

Esto puede ser visto en su punto de vista quela 
realidad es, y puede ser únicamente tridimen- 
sional. Que la realidad puede tener más que tres 
dimensiones le parece totalmente absurdo. Esto 
es debido a que Lenin no se da cuenta que la di- 
mensionalidad es un concepto—específicamen- 
te, un concepto de geometria—una invención de 
la mente humana. 

Realidad ‘‘ordinaria,”’ es decir, la realidad que 
se le presenta ordinariamente a la mente huma- 
na, puede ser perfectamente definible/explicable 


` en términos de las tres dimensiones. Pero esto no 


quiere decir que la realidad tiene y que puede te- 
ner únicamente tres dimensiones. Similarmente, 
el universo puede ser ahora mejor descrito por 
medio dela teoría de la relatividad que describe el 


mente es válidad para una época histórica 
específica. 

Pero, asumiendo que Lenin quería decir bási- 
camente que la teoría de Marx de dinero es abso- 
lutamente verdadera, yo no creo que esto puede 
ser mantenido seriamente 2hora. Por una parte, 
tiene un contenido filosófico (acerca de la natu- 
raleza de los seres humanos, que la existencia de 
dinero refleja su alienación de los unos alos otros 
y su propia naturaleza), lo cual no puede ser pro- 
babo o desaprobado. 

Mucho más importante, yo no creo que la 
existencia de la verdad absoluta y de conocimien- 
to absoluto, (lo cual, por supuesto, es lo que 
quiere decir que la teoría de dinero de Marx tiene 
una verdad eterna) puede ser razonablemente 
asertada. 

Esto es sugerido por uno de los grandes logros 
de la física de este siglo, la teoría de la mecánica 
cuántica, la cual ha tenido mucho éxito en expli- 
car y predecir los fenómenos atómicos y subató- 
micos. Unos de los principios de esta teoría es 
que es imposible el medir de una forma simultá- 
nea exactamente la velocidad y la posición de las 
partículas subatómicas, por ejemplo, un electrón 
(o un fotón de radiación electromagnética). En- 
tre más exactamente uno mide su posición lo más 
grande que aparece la variedad de valores que 
uno obtiene para la velocidad. Si uno mide la ve- 
locidad de un electrón exactamente, su posición 
no puede ser medida de ninguna manera. 

De acuerdo a la teoría, esto no es simplemente 
algo que resulta de las limitaciones de nuestra 
mente y de nuestra habilidad para medir. Hay 
cierto azar, cierto indeterminismo, en la natura- 
leza de los fenómenos atómicos y subatómicos. 
Entre más atenta uno a obtener certidumbre 
acerca de un aspecto, lo menos ciertos que se ha- 
cen los otros. 

Otro aspecto de la teoría es que las partículas 
subatómicas poseen un carácter de dos aspectos. 
Cierta parte de su conducta puede ser explicada 
al asumir de que son simplemente partículas. 
Otros aspectos de su conducta pueden ser expli- 
cados al asumir de que ellas tienen carácteres de 
ondas. Más aun, estas conductas o 
características distintas no son combinables. 
Ellas exhiben o una forma de conducta o 
característica o la otra; ellas nunca exhiben las 
dos al mismo tiempo. Cuál de las características 
es exhibida depende del tipo de experimento aue 
uno lleva a cabo para observarla. 

Una explicación para esta situación confusa, 
la que parece ser la más aceptada por los físicos 
modernos (en la medida que ellos conceptualizan 
estas cosas: uno puede usar simplemente las 
ecuaciones—se está hablando de un nivel eleva- 


espacio (tiempo-espacio) en términos de las . do de mátematicas aqui—sin preocuparse de lo 


meng 


-cuatro dimensiones pero eso no quiere decir que 


la realidad tiene y puede tener únicamente cuatro ` 
dimensiones.) 

Lenin toma el concepto (en este caso el con- 
cepto de tres dimensiones) y lo hace la realidad. 
Esta tendencia a ““hipostatizar la teoria” puede 
ser visto en sus comentarios, citados en una parte 
anterior, que la teoría del dinero de Marx posee 
una verdad eterna comparable al hecho de que 
Napoleón murió el 5 de mayo de 1821. (Dejare- 
mos por un lado la discusión de la cuestión de co- 
mo este “último hecho” se sostiene en términos 
de la teoría de la relatividad: lo que fue una fecha 
específica para la tierra y su vecindad fue muchas 
fechas distintas para otras partes del universo. 
En ciertas partes del universo, Napoleón todavía 
no ha muerto. Y en otras, todavía no ha nacido.) 

Pues, la teoría de Marx del dinero es una teoría 
brillante (tal como lo es su análisis de capitalis- 
mo, en mi opinión), pero el clamar que posee una 
verdad eterna ¿no sería eso el alejarse un poco de- 
masiado? Aun Marx, tan arrogante como lo era, 
únicamente clamaba cierto tipo de verdad “de 
una época” para su teoría, es decir, que única- 


a 


¿Hipostatización 
de la clase obrera? 
El estilo de 
Realismo 
Socialista del arte 
sovética muestra 
obreras y 
marineras 
idealizados. 

(Esta pintura, por 
A. Segal, muestra 
la reacción 
popular al decreto ` 
del nuevo 
gobierno soviético 
sobre la paz, 1917.) 


[PAGINA 2 + LA ANTORCHA e 15 DE JUNIO-14 DE SEPTIEMBRE DE 1989 


que “significan””), es que las características de 
ondas representan una indicación de la probabi- 
lidad de encontrar alguna partícula allí en cual- 
quier momento. 

El punto principal es que en el nivel atómico y 
subatómico, hay cierto grado de azar y de incerti- 
dumbre acerca de lo que sucede en cualquier mo- 
mento especifico. Al menos en este nivel, la reali- 
dad no es determinada. No hay verdad absoluta; 
la realidad no es precisamente esto y no eso. Ello 
puede ser ambos y ninguna. 

Y donde no hay verdad absoluta, en el sentido 
en que la realidad no es precisamente determina- 
da, no puede haber conocimiento absoluto. To- 
do lo que uno puede tener es conocimiento apro- 
ximado. Uno no puede estar seguro de lo que va 
a suceder, todo lo que uno puede tener es ciertos 
grados de probabilidad de que algo va a suceder. 
Esta probabilidad puede que sea muy elevada, 
pero todo el tiempo es una cuestión de probabili- 
dad, no una certidumbre. 


Pues, mientras que esto implica, en mí opi- 
nión, que toda la realidad natural demuestra una 
conducta probabilista y que el conocimiento de 
los ““macrofenómenos”” puede también única- 
mente aproximarse (en muchos casos la variabili- 
dad es demasiado pequeña para tener algún im- 
pacto practico), muchos físicos parecen compar- 
tamentalizar la realidad. En el nivel subatómico, 
existe indeterminismo y probabilidades. En el ni- 
vel supraatómico, hay determinismo y predicta- 
bilidad. Sin embargo, en los últimos pocos años, 
la física se ha preocupado más con la investiga- 
ción de los procesos al azar, procesos que son in- 
trinsicamente al azar e impredecibles, ‘‘cadti- 
cos.” Yo sospecho que dentro de unos pocos 
años, más y más de los procesos que anterior- 
mente han sido aceptados como determinados 
terminarán en la categoría del azar o al menos de 
alguna forma indeterminada. 

Lo que yo estoy tratando de decir aquí es que 
entre la naturaleza indeterminada y probabilista 
dela realidad, y las limitaciones de nuestra habili- 
dad de medir y nuestras mentes, todo el conoci- 
miento de la naturaleza del mundo es, como má- 
ximo, probabilista y aproximación. No hay co- 
nocimiento absoluto. Uno obtiene probabilida- 
des más grandes o más pequeñas. En algunos ca- 
sos, la probablidad es tán grande hasta ser casi 
cierta, pero no es todavía cierta. e 

Con el riesgo de simplificar, quizás es mejor 
decir que la realidad es siempre más complicada 
que una teoría específica. La realidad implica 
cambio, novedad. La teoría, quizás debido a la 
naturaleza de la mente humana, implica unifor- 
midad, o para usar un término de moda en la 
física de estos días, simetría. Ahora, claramente, 
hay simetría en la naturaleza, o las teorías 


científicas no serían exitosas tales como lo han si- 
do. 

¿Pero qué tal (tal como yo lo sospecho) si la re- 
alidad no es totalmente simétrica? ¿Qué tal si no 
es uniforme? ¿Qué tal si en cierto nivel básico es 
asimétrica? Entonces, todo el tiempo habrá cier- 
to aspecto de la realidad que no podría ser incor- 
porado en las teorías, las cuales por su naturaleza 
implican uniformidad, simetría, aun si es algo 
“rota.” De ser así, esto quiere decir que en cierto 
punto cualquier teoría, sin importar su grado de 
éxito en predecir fenómenos, sin importar lo per- 
fecto que puede aparentar, eventualmente en- 
frentará cierto fenómeno que no ha explicado y 
que no puede explicar o predecir. O, para poner- 
lo de otra forma, tarde o temprano, los cientifi- 
cos descubrirán un fenómeno que no puede ser 
explicado o que no es compatible con la teoría 
corriente. 

(De ser así, la hipostización de la teoría de Le- 
nin es de hecho una forma de ese idealismo que 
Lenin odia tanto. La teoría es una idea, un con- 
cepto. El creer que las teorías científicas presen- 
tan la realidad real, más verdadera que la reali- 
dad concreta que vemos, y que tocamos, es creer 
que la realidad última es ideal, no material. 

(Lenin dice que la realidad materia consiste de 
““materia en moción.” Pero las mociones de esta 
materia son gobernadas por medio de las “leyes 


de moción” descubiertas por la ciencia. En otras _ 


palabras, la estructura de esta materia, y las 
estructuras que consisten en materia, son deter- 
minadas por esas “leyes de moción.” Pero estas 
leyes de moción son cierto tipo de lógica. Para 
Lenin, entonces, la realidad real, la estructura 
que define la realidad, es la lógica definida por 
estas “leyes de moción.” Esto es una forma de 
idealismo objetivo. Sin saberlo, Lenin era ide- 
alista.) 

Pues, si en el nivel de la realidad natural, todo 
conocimiento es aproximación, probabilidad, 
¿vamos a pensar seriamente que conocimiento 
absoluto es posible cuando se trata de la realidad 
social, de la historia, economía, política, etc.— 
en breve a la gente? Yo no lo creo. De hecho, yo 
creo que la idea misma es algo absurdo. 

Es precisamente el desarrollo dela mente/con- 
ciencia humana el cual multiplica grandamente 
la complejidad de la motivación (incluyendo el 
hacer cosas sin razón, por pura perversidad, sim- 
plemente por el hecho de hacerlas, etc.), lo que 
hace a la gente tan impredecible. Como resulta- 
do, el conocimiento absoluto de los seres huma- 
nos y de la sociedad humana no tiene cabida. 

Pero Lenin creía que tal conocimiento era po- 


sible, en verdad, que ello existía. . .en la forma del . = 


marxismo. 

A partir de esta filosofía marxista la cual se 

- fragua de un pedazo de acero, uno no puede eli-- 
minar una premisa básica, una parte esencial, 
sin departirse de la verdad objetiva, sin caer en 
las garras de la falsedad reaccionaria burgués.‘ 
(Materialismo y Empiriocriticismo, Obras Es- 
cogidas, Vol. 13, p. 326.) 

. . «el criterio de la práctica, esto es, el curso 
del desarrollo de todos los países capitalistas en 
las últimas decadas, prueba únicamente la ver- 
dad objetiva de toda la teoría social y económi- 
ca de Marx en general y no meramente la una o 
la otra de sus partes, formulaciones, etc... . (P. 
143.) 


Y esto, así como yo lo escribía en una previa 
parte, es la raíz filosófica del capitalismo de esta- 


do. Si un partido que cree que su ideología es la 


verdad absoluta (y que cualquier otra ideología 
es “falsedad reaccionaria burgués””) sube al po- 
der en una revolución armada, no pondrá dema- 
siado de su prioridad en el mantenimiento de los 
derechos democráticos de los otros partidos polí- 
ticos. 

Aun más que esto, si el gobierno de tal partido 
se encuentra amenazado, no va a poner tan gran 
prioridad en el mantenimiento de los derechos 
democráticos de la clase que se dice representar, 
especialmente si los miembros de esa clas empie- 
zan a portarse de la forma “que no se debe.” 
Después de todo, ese partido es el que representa 
“la conciencia verdadera” de la clase obrera. 
Asi, aquellos obreros que apoyan a otros parti- 
dos u organizaciones estarán ‘‘bajo la influencia 
de ideologías que no son proletarias.”” 

Y sus derechos políticos tendrán que ser repri- 
midos en orden a defender ““el gobierno de la cla- 
se obrera.” 

Y si la clase obrera en total cesa de apoyar a ese 
partido, el partido lo destituirá políticamente en 
el nombre del “interés histórico de la clase obre- 
ra.” En otras palabras, la clase obrera ideal, abs- 
tracta, de la teoría marxista será elevada por enci- 


- ma de los obreros reales y se convertirá en un ins- 


trumento en la resclavización de los obreros. Es- 
to es, en esencia, lo que yo creo que sucedió en 
Rusia. 

Poscripto. Durante la Primera Guerra Mun- 
dial, Lenin leyó a Hegel, particularmente su Ló- 
gica. Mientras que este estudio se supone que 
tendría un impacto de gran significado en el pen- 
samiento de Lenin, no es muy probable que haya 
minimado su creencia en la posibilidad del cono- 
cimiento absoluto. Por lo contrario, es posible 
que lo haya reforzado. La filosofía de Hegel se 
centra alrededor de la idea de que conocimiento 
absoluto no solo es posible, sino que el sistema de 
Hegel es tal conocimiento absoluto. 


Esta serie se terminará en nuestro 
próximo número (el 15 de septiembre 
de 1989). 


